Iilllilllilliiliilihlll 
3  1833  01652  9577 


[Gc    977    W3ac 


I  Secretary  of  War  papers, 
Natidnau  Archives 


REFERENCE 


SECRETARY  OF  WAR  P4PERS 
National  Archives 
April,  1813 


r 


i:elle  Fontcine 
3rd  ..prD.  .lg13 


111  O'cediencG  to  orders  receivod  rro:r.  the  Hon  ex.   oecretar  ■  o£  ..'ar,   a 
Copy  of  Avhich  I  have   the  honor   to   enclosa  yo;;   I  have   zo  request  your  '^cco^lcnzy 
V. ill  aavice  r.e   reiU'^ive   to   the  T'OGts  of  Fort  Csa^c  ario.  l..'E.diicn  ._  ±.i^or..    ::.e 
Y/ether  it   is   2^iir  opinion  those   Posts   shoiila  be  ir.aintained  ana  ivep':.  up  or  'oe 
-./ioharavni  v/itn  all  'ohe  Ar.  y  ."..tores ^    and  in  case  you  s]:ould  advice  either  ox' 
"Doth  should  be  continued,  wether  any  ^ieLiforcei.ents  rrauld  be  necessary  for  -thdir 
safety.      Fort  Qsa:;e   is  nov.'  ^rarrisoned  v/iba  aVouo  fifty  one  v.en,   ana.  ?oi-t 
hadison  xilzh  one  dap-tain,    t"..o  j.irst  Lieu£t.   one  beccad  Lieuftenant  ana  about 
one  hundrea  Hon  Conmissioned  O^^ficers  ..usxcians  and  Priva'tes   includli;;  a 
Iteinforcer.ent  starued  iron  this  the  28tn  ulto.     Fort  Liassac  vras  placed  under 
the  Ccn-orol  of  Colonel  Anuerson  a  fev.-  days  aj.ter  I  received  the  iLnclcsed 
Order 

I  ear.  .v  .ta  ^reat  Respect   -.ir  your  o'ceuu.  Servant 

Dl  Blssell  Colo 

Comr.id^.   District 
His  L^tcellency 

Fenun.  rIo".vard  .  .        • 

C-ovsrncr  of  the  •        ' 

Territory  of 
I.dssouri 


I  .  S'b.  Loui3  April  3rd.   iSlJ 


Tc  His  iiccellency 
C-ovr.  Hcv:ard 
Sir 

Ilavi!!,-;   -voo'crned  to  St.    Louis    I  knoxi   -l-'c,   to    bo  iny   anty    bo   iru-or:.. 
you  Ox  v;hat  I  .is-ve   done   since  ny  absence  fron  this   place   in  z-.e  ..iosissipi, 
to   four  ;;iies   lgIov;  rod-:  river,  —  I  loft  i-orta-je   das  bio  id:  t;-e  12 
iebruary  and  arrived  ax,  I'ort  .lason  the  li^th.  where  I  r.iet  a  fev;  Sacks  one 
by'  the  I-.'ane  oi  "ianesencive  this  r.an  inforiiied  :.:e   -ohat  a   oand  oT  Go^'J^'torGillcs  j_?  j 
hau  crossed  salt  rivor  v/it.'  horses  they  had  stolen,    a  yo^n^    sack  ir.setin^ 
&hen  stole  oiie  .lorsa  irora  the.i  ana  give  it,     o  his  Ghiei    ?lev;,   the  l6th 
I  rjot  sor.e  Ilerchandise  fron  "kr;?.   Prior     ana  delivered  it  to   the  Cc:.x:arider 
of  the  fort,    to  be  ::iven  by  hij,i  to    ohe  friends  of  that  Inaian  ililled  b?- 
our  nen  in  the  j-ines,    I  left  fort  L.ason  anu  arri'  ed  at  zhe  tv^o  rivers  on 
the   l8th  here   I  met  the   Chief  Llev;'  vdio    cola  \:.e  that  he  woula  rotura  the 
horse,   he  also  im-orrned  i::e  that  he  new  of  tv/o  parties  of  Indians  cur 
enemies  on  the  fronoirrs       I  left  hiir.  the  21st.  with  ei  ht  Indians 
to  Conduct  ir.e  x,o  fort  h'adison  v/here  I  arrived  on  the   25th,    I  fo.ind  there 
eijht     Uiamis  Indians  who  liad  held  Council  with  the  officer  of  the  fort^ 
I" suppose  your  Excellenc     has   haa  a  Copy  of  t  e  Ir  Speech,   the   26   ohe  oacks 
arrived  at  the  fort  from  the  loway  river,  we  r^d  sor.e  talk  witn  the:;.,    I  iLeft 
the  fort  and  arrived  at  the  Iov;ay  rivor  on  the   26th  where  I  founu  fifty 
lod;;;es  of  Sacks, 

The  first  ilarch  I  held  council  -w'ith  the  Chiefs,  ".iamoite  and  other, 
I  vjas  conductea  by  then  to  the  fox  Car.ip  were  I  also  had  soir.e  taJ:  ....oh 
then  this  was  on  the  second  of  Ilarch;  I  required  of  then  to  ,  uide  r.e  to 
Prairie  du  Chien  they  refused,  alled^in,;  that  the^-  would  interrupt  the 
,-;ood  Understanaing  betweeii  ther.selves  and  the  Sioux  of  Prairie  du  Chien 
and  that  the  Sioux  would  probably  discover  their  Intention  of  oomin.-  "under 


o'or  T^rotection,   I  thei'd'ore  concxuued  by  sendin  _;  t,,o  runners  to  x^raire  Uu 
Ghien  vyich  letters;   on  the  hth  :.:arch  I  had  a  talk  v/ith  so^.-.e  oi'  zue 

principal  Chiels  aiter  debatin:;  with  t^ieiu  soir.e   ti  e,    they  saiu  that  the 
"ritish  had  sent  theiTi  wora  to    ;o   ana  _eu  Pov;der  at  Ghica^jo   and 
axso   if  ohcy  did  not  declare  open  \ic.r  a2:ainst  the  Air.ericans  thau  they 
would  set  all  the  surrounding  nations  oi  Inaians  against  them 

I  vfas  also   informed  b-''  the  same  Chief     that  the  Siou>:  of  the 
Interior  had  'oeen  on  a  visit  to  the  biou::  oi  the  Lakes  with  an  Lnteiition 
tc  ,~et  thei    to  Join  and  go  to  war  ai;ainst  the  Sacks  and  foxes.     The 
Siou:';  of  the  lakes  answered  that  this  was  not  a  tirr.e  for  red  s".;ins  zo 
firrht  one  against  the  oth-'^r  bux.  that  io  vras  time  to  declare  v/ar 
against  "ohe  v;hiues  and  to  send  them  off  'oheir  lanas.   The  Incians   sent 
as  expi-ess  by  me  returnea,   ana  saia_  that  the;;  the  Inaians  of  Prairie  du. 
whien  forbid  me  goin^'i  there,   ana  tola  ohe  back  ana  foxes  to  i..end  v;hat 
t::ey  were  doin  ;  — 

They  then  sem:  an  exi^ress   to  t'orkey  river,   to   their  people  then 
requiring  then  to  coi:.e  down.   The  6th  Liarch  I  seen  l.lr,   Lagot-i&r  aiid  "risbois 
at  the   lo'.vay  river  —  trading  they  uola  m.e  that  they  hexa  tneir  .joods  frcor: 
:;r.  L-;cas  a  son  of  Judge  i^ucas,  ;ir.   Lagotuie  observed  that  ho  had  purchased 
a  part  of  nls  goods  from  American  L^erchanos  at  I.ackinac  —  The  8  the   sacircJ^.d 
foxes  v;ent  for  the  ;.iamis  that  vj-ere  at  role  Cat  river,   the  ...ianis   'oegsa 
of  them  to  let  t.-em.  remain  their  some  time  and  then  they  would  Join  the  ; 
Gn  the  10th  an  express  come  from,  tlie  Kil:apoux,   and  Potav.atomies  on  tlie 
Illinois  river  telling  them  to   comie  oii  to  Chicago  and  get  pov/der  an^^  .all 

that  tneir  father     the  Pritish  was  impatient  to  see  them  the  Indians 
asked  me  -vYether  their  aiierican  father  -ivould  find  fault  wioh  che.:?.  ±1'  tr.ey 
wore  to  go  ana  get  pov;der  ana  bc^ll     I  answered  ana  told  ohem  that  they 
must,  not  goj   and  must,  not  think  of  their  British  any  more  — 
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The  SaclcE  and  foxes  then  ansvirerecl  oo  the  express  and  told  the:;.;  \':j 
"rothers  vre  ivill  not  go  to  war  with  any  Ilation  v,e  will  decend  'slcv.'  -ort 
ladison  ana  on  a  saall  piece  ol  .^round  v/e  will  live   _n  peace  or  tr;/  to  do 
so,    Unoill  Me.  are  at'cackod,   we  thna  will   be  olui:- ed   oo   doj.'er.a  ourselvoc, 
the   j.2th  I  sac  a  Focawatoirde,   naned,   I'a  wo  acosee,   this  ran  tola  re  that 
the  l'ia.i?.i3  -uhat  were  on  Pole  Cat  silver  vj-ere  tne  same  persoiiS  who  l.;urdered 
the  ^arisen  a  Chicago  and  Plimderea  Peoria  Nothing  material  unx-ill  the 
22nd.  :,;arch,  when  an  expressed  arrived  from  Prariie  du  Chien  they  said 
they  had  been  there  in  the  r.ii/nt  and  xort  it  the  sacie  tii..e,    they  seen 
Old  Me  Roc     he  tive  t  em  three  letters  Tor  us,    ^ut  the  letters  Y;Gre 
taken  from  the     b;/  a  fox,   this  fox  told  theE  tnat  h     Kepo  those  let'&ers 
to  hoar  sorr.e  new^s  fron  us,    I  xeannt  at  the  sar.e  tir.e  that  lett>3rs  I  had 
w"ritten  to  i.lr  lUolvin  never  caiue  to    .and,   I  then  deterrnined     to  send  an 
Indian  to  fet  the  letters     vmich  had.  been  taken  b;,'  that  express  fros 
Prairie  du  C.ien,   and  concluded  coming  dovm,   bvit  finding  the  express  not 
returned,    I  dispatched  L'.r.  Ange  to  meet  the  express  I  had  sent  for  those 
letters   frora  Prairie  du  Chien  v;-ith  orders  to  cone  on  as  quick  as  possible 

and  meet  me  here,   —  Before  I  left  the  Inaians  thev  told  me  that  "kJciq-^j 
coiUd  not  let  ir.e  go  before  telling  ne  the  truth,   they  then  saia,  we  have 
received  tvfo  pipes  from  uhe  siomc  and  other  Nations,    they  want  us  to    yo 
and  JoDjn  the:.;  ana  that  when  "oeing  assemoled  at  Prairie  du  Chien  we  wo'Jj-d 
then  stay  untill  Dixon  .Rollet  ana  Aird  vrould  be  v;-ith  them,    that  the;.^  had 
received  from  Dixon  at  Mackinac  ten  pieces  sorouding  anu   uhe  assoru;..ent, 
but  Diyion  then  tola  them  that  he  v/ould  go  on  to    -iUebec  anu  see   their 
greao  father  and  get  one  hundred  nieces  of  strouding  wit     the  as3orti;.int, 

and  at  the  saj,:e  time  they  must  all  get  tother  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  Untill 
he  arrivea  there,  wnich  would  be  vei';^^  early  this  spring;  and  then  togcthcrr 
they  would  make  a  decent  on  St.  Louis  ana  other  places.     The  27th.   I  was 
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at  Fort  I.:adison  vj-here  we  held  Coiincil,   to  v/hich  I  refer  yoiir  3:-:ceilenc7 
28th.   held  a  tall-:  v/ith  the  ?lev.'_,   he    says  my  l''ather.      I  have  Lione  v;hat  I 
tolu  you  I  v.-ould  do,    I  promised     ou  peace  -.vith  my  people,    i  have  v_.one 
so   you  v:ill  see  that  I  a:,  a  iran  oj.   my  word,    anu  that  yo\i  i^ill  also 
Keep  yours   and  help  m.e  yihen  I  deserve   it  and  that  3^0,1  v/ill  restore  us  o^ar 
trader  at  Fort  Jlaaison  ana   ::ive  us  what  you  have  promised,    I  have  my 
father  put  my  liedal  on  the  i'^eck  of   ohe  young  m.ans   Srother  that  -.YcLo  Killed 
by  your  ;''oun^';-  men 

This  vfas  to  rescore  peace  ar^onest  us.     I  hope  r.y  father  v;ill  r^ve  a 
heart  like  mine.   So  soon  as  I  can  I  v/111  send  dov.Ti  the  Chiefs  and  others 
and  I  vri.ll  remain  ehere  untill  they  are  all  together  belov/,   then  I  v.dll  go 
and  Join  them  .      I  left  them  and  com.e  dov;n  to  Fort  L.ason,    I  ivou_Ld  su:jest 
that  the  Inaian     are  afraid  of  the  other  hatici.s  above  the  i..ississipi 
vail  force  thei.;  to  declare  war    .gainst  the  Araericans  they  therefore  vrant 
support  from  us,    I  also  have   been  informed  by  the   Indians  tha-&,    one 
hun-^rea  ;.:en  from  rock  river  were  corrdng  on  zhe  missis sipi  to  do  a^l 
the  hischief  they  could. 

The  Sacks   car.ie  to  Fort  ilason  to   inforr;  Lft  Camipbell  thot  they  v.'ere 
goin.;-  to  the  river  des  Lioin  to  stay  there  anu  that  they  v;ould  send 
their  Canoes  for  tne  reivainaer  of  their  people  that  v/ere  at  the  Ccv/ajr  j^iver. 

I  m.et  a  \.x,   Gilbert  on  the  3rd  Inst,  vj-ho  told  me  that  the  Indians 
had  Killed  a  laan  on  Fuffaloe   crick  b  ■  the  ncim£  of  Capt.   Jourdain 
I  remain  your  Excellency  obedient  Servant 
I.;auricG  Plondeau 


Chillicothe  April  3rd  I6l3 
Dear  Sir 

Gcnl.   CaGS  arived  here  on  the  eveniii^  of  the  30th  Ultirio,   by  whom  I  reed, 
recruiting  orders  iic  v;hich  I  hqving  been  ma;:ing  preperations  to  attend  to.    But 
have   this  n-.orning  reed,   orders  from  Genl.   Harrison   to  repair  to   tho   .ia  ids 
T^ith  as  much  e:cpedition  as  possible.      This  being  the  case  the  recruiting 
ser/ice  nust  suffer  in  the  lovrer  end  of  the  state,   as  the  systen  is  not 
organized,   nor  any  recruiting  officers  appoin(tied.     The  Eleven  thousand  dollars 
T/hich  v/as  put  into  my  hands  ty  Genl  Cass,   I  have  lodged  in  the   rank  of 
Chillicothe.     I  shall  direct  that  it  shall  be  subject  to  the  order  of  aiiy 
person  y.  u  may  direct  to  receive   it. 

In  the  joint  letter  addressed  to  you  by  Geiil  Cass  and  myself,  v/e  \!ese  in 
great  haste  and  omited  recommending  any  person  as  Colonel  from  the  lov.-er  end 
of  the  state,  nor  can  I  yet  mention  the  name  of  any  person.      I  intended  seting 
out  on  the  5th  Inst,   for  the  purpose  of  nominating  platoon  officers   for  the 
purpose  of  commencing  the  recruiting  business,   and  in  hopes  to  find  soma 
person  in  the  lower  end  of  the  state  which  would  be  po.  ular,   that  I  could 
recomi'i.end  as  Colonel     But  must  now  obey  the  orders  of  my  superior. 

In  great  haste  I  am  very  respectfully  your 

Duncan  LicArthur 
[To  Armfetong] 


^^//vv  /7>4//>^  / 


"  .  Pittsbur:;h  3  April  1613 

Sir 

Captain  H,   Jolmstoi;  of  the  1.  Regt  Iiixy.     having  been  several  years 
Coninandant  i  .iliiary  A;-eno  at  this  post.    It  is  with  pleas'ore  I  bear  test  rr.ony 
to  the  correctness  of  his  dGportmont  as   a  Gontleran  iy.  an  oxTicer,    and  to   -che 
Zeal  v/hich  he  discovered  (occasionally  undar  circumstances  rather 
embarrassing)   to  prorr.ote  the  service   in  vj'liich  he  was  en  aged. 
I  air.  Sir  respectfully  Yo'iir  Obedt.  Servt. 

George     Stevenson 
General  Armstrong 


y^'/?<m(//%i/y/ 


a 
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"  ,  Goo  Tovm  Aprl.  3rd  1613 

Dear  Sir 

V-'e  have  -teed  i^'ox  letter  dn  v;hioh  we  are  advised,  Tliat  the  Cashier 
of  the   BaiT]<c  of  Kentuck-:,^,   had  been  directed  to  place  to  o"ar  Credit  .^,30, OCO 
Dollars  ia  Treasiu-y  notes,   Kvery  exerti.n  in  our  pov/er  Bhall  be  i.iade  in  tl^e 
different   3anl:3  or  others-rise  to   UGe  these  liotes  as  Honey,    But  as   it  is 
probable  v/e  shall  in  tlio  Coim.iencer.ent  of  our  attempts  to  vr.eet  v.-ith  sone 
difficulty  and  delay  v/e  must  apprise  you  of  the  necessity  of  still  drav/in^ 
Bills  upon  the  'Jar  departraent  provided  the  v/ant  of  funds  sho'Jld  r.alce  it 
necessary,  ".7e  have  expereanced  considerable  difficulty  in  ■oroc'jj'in,^-  fujids 
from  Bills  of  E::chan£e  on  Your  depariaent  without  a  discount,  v/e  h^ve  never 
made  a  sacrifice   ec-ccept  in  one  or  two   cases  of  about  020       As  we  ei::pected 
to  have  bee,;  furnished  with  Honey  at  trds  place    we  are  extrearaly  happy 
to  learn  from  Col.   H.  L'.   Jolmson  that  you  liad  stated  to  hiiiri  that  If  we 
sho'Lild  be  compelled  to  i.ialce  a  discount  upon  Bills,    the  Loss  shoulC  not  be 
the  Conti'actors,   but  the  loss  of  the  U.  States 

The  Directors  of  the  Ba,  k  of  Kentucky  upon  our  statevuent  to   then  of  your 
views  are  not  willing;  to  let  us  have  i:;oney  unless  v/e  agree  to  pay  the 
difference -betr.veen  the  Treas-ory  Hotes  Interest  C,  tlie  common  Eanl<  discouiit, 
vj-hich  v.-e  refuse  to   do  untill  we  hear  from  you  on  that  su.ject 
'7e  are  respectfully  Your  i..o  Obdt  Servt. 

"iVard  1;  Taylor 
I'B  '.76  \  ave  drev/  severel  Drafts  on  you  v/hich  v/e  trust  you  vjlll  nonour. 

Vj".    T. 
[To  Armstrong] 


//WM^/^  ^^^  />v'  / 


Cf  ^^  £?.'.^/ 


St-  Loj'is  Aprii  i^rh  I8i5 
Sir, 

Owing  fo   s  pressure  ov  Buniness,  it  v/as  oui-  of 
rriy  rov/er  ro  answer  your  Comniunicst  ion  of  Yesterday  bevort 
i'his  Morning.   As  if  rcsoects  Fort  Mao  icon,  1 
never  considereo  it  a  happy  selection  of  Scitc  for  a 
Garrison  either  as  it  respects  the  Defence  of  the 
Post  itself  or  its  efficier.cy  in  affording  Protection  to 
the  Frontier,  had  my  Opinion  been  token  before  we  were 
In  Hostility  with  the  Indians,  it  certainly  would  have 
been  in  favor  of  its  evacuation,  but  from  a  variety  of 
c  nsi derations,  arising  from  existing  circumstances, 
I  deem  the  abandonment  of  it  unadvisoab ie,  were  it 
to' take  piace  at  this  t  in-a  the  measure  could  be  ernpioyed 
«.vith  great  Dexterity  among  the  Indians  by  B.  Agents  as 
evidence  of  our  inability  to  maintain  it,  and  would 
errbolden  those  who  are  no-.v  hoati'e,  and  oossibly 
decide  the  wavering  to  take  part  against  us;  further, 
since  the  re-rovaJ  of  the  Vi  1  iagers  by  Capt  Craig 
fro.Ti  the  -iorlas,  we  h«3ve  no  otace  where  Persons  can 
safely  be  sent,  or  kept  in  the  Enemies  Country,  to 
cotlect  in  format  ion  of  their  views  end  rfioverents, 
except  Fort  //.adison  in  this  respect  its  utility  is 
c-ncreased  by  circufnstances  accruing  in  the  Progress 
of  the  War,  in  addition  to  these  considerations,  i-)^re 
is  another  resulting  from  an  Opinion  possibly  confined 


.,     ...-.-c.       .  p.  r  Oi- r.-.'^  ;•  i  O.-i     or     T  ;--?  i  r     V  I  v..   •  -     -  •.  O    .cO /eof:'.;."  T  J  , 

exco-^'r  Fo.'V   /.'.aoiiion    in   this    ,-ftSj..;c>    i  i"s   ut■:li^•/    is 
.(-.creaseJ   by   circcrrio^oncii.--;-   arcru.ng    in   rl'ie  Progress 
of   rhe    A'ar,    in  additio-.   ^c    ^  --se   cor.si  :-3rcit  ions^    'jrhere 
ij   ;i.-otnsr"   resuitir.j    'rom   ..:-.  Opinion   possibly    co nf 'r.ec 
to   iTiyse  i  f    ( wh  i  c.-i    ;  c    t !"i  i"    our   a  I  f  ■:•  : :;  u i  t  i  es   with   t  f.c 
lnd'ar-.-5   v'i  ;  i     '■:.':    Te-r.-n  i  nate  wr-hoi.;    an    imposinr, 
Ccnoiign   ccirri^c  as   far    a.     i  ezat ,    as    the  Ouisccr.c  :-.:-.^   t'-.c; 
tn;;  oreC'Ion  o?   a  Garrison  cornrr^anoi  ng  t  ht   entrarvr  :   of 
that   River    into  the  MissScsippi,    in    the  prosecutio. 
OT   s   c.o'.'-oign   of    tnis   kind  For  f   Wddison  would  afford 
Cite,     -aci  I  ities    .vhich  will    at   once  occur    to   you,    in 
sh..        /.'o.-n   any  view    I    an"   able    ro  take   of   this   Subject, 
i    v"    ;.-   Opinion  this   Post   ought    to   bo  maintained,    if 
"he      :i;.-s   are   Dossesseo,    the   riumbe-'   ov-   tSen  now  tnere 
one    lastined    for    rhe    placej    stared    in   your   Letter    is    in 
fiy  Opinion  entirely   equal    to    i  rs  derence  against     any  assault 
:./    .'p.dions   alone    if   well    supplied,   out    i  f   a   B,    force 
x)Sios3ed  with  Artillery  should  cooperate    I    fear    it 

jUiG    l'5    i  hou  f  t  !c;  ienf   urtiesa   r '^ebarr  i  son    i  s;'^  strengthened 
ir   o   .'uv  nof   usual,    nor    necessary   to   .'eoel    attacks 
■:;ds   ty    .noians,    how   far    it    is   susceotible  of   such 
.r^oroveu'or.rs,    you   can   better   Judge    thon  myself,    from 
jr   :iuperior   knowleage  of    its   condition.      The   forti- 

'-id  Boot   or   Boats  you    intena   to  empi^/   there    I    think 
righly    uvifuil,    the   Garrison   ca-.   cooperate   with   them   in 
e.'resiing  an  attempt  of    r  h^   Er.ery   to  aescend   the 


]  Si-  Loui:j  Apr;  I  2|th  i8!3 

I  Sir, 

f 

I  Owing  to  a  pressure  of  Business,  it-  wcs  out  ov 

River  against  the  Sett  I  ements  belov/,  and  in  the-  evsn-;- 

ot  o  serious  attack  of  the  Post  on  the  land  side,  the 

Co.-iiTand  in  tham  can  be  drav/n  v/i  th  facility  to  its 

':_  support,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  Fort  Wacison  had 

!      not  been  built  higher  up  or  Jov.-er  down  on  the  R'ver, 

I 

'     as  i  baiieve  a  rruch  more  eligible  mil  tary  Position  not 

i^ 

]■■  distant    is    to   be    found    in   either   direction,    but    it 

r 

I  could  not  be  advised  in  the  present  state  of  things 

;     uni.-ss  there  v/as  a  greater  protecting  force  durinq  its 
:^  erection  than  con  be  spared   1  believe  either  from 

3     the  means  in  your  power,  or  the  resources  of  the 
j     Terr'itory,  cops  istent  I  y  w  ith  the  safety  of  our 

Sett  ierrenrs  as  to  Fort  Osage  receiving  its  utility 
\  soieiy  in  respect  to  the  defence  of  the  Frontier  1 

;     hcve  no  hesitation  in  advising  its  early  evacuation, 
i'hs   /.Wssouri  Indians  have  so  far  been  daen^ed  friendly 
at  least  rreuTral,  and  if  they  were    hostile  it  is  too 
high  up  to  check  their  inroads,  because  the  Osage  the  only 
neighboring  nation  would  not  necessarily  have  to  pass 
it  in  a  descent  upon  our  frontier,  by  the  1st  Article 
of  rhe  treaty  betv.een  the  U  States  and  the  Osaj.e 
Indians  a  Fort  is  stated  to  have  been  built  at  Fire 
ie  to  the  protection  of  which  they  are    to  be 

there  is  an  express  cc^J-jnont 


the  A'li-souri  incJians  have  so  f;r  be^.ri  oee'red  frien<jly 
at  least  ir.eutrsi,    and  if  they  v/ere  hosriiG  it  is  too 
high  up  to  chock  their  inrood3,  bocouio  the  dcaoe  the:  or.  1  y 
neighboring  nation  would  not  nececsariiy  have  to  poss 
it  in  s  descent  upon  our  fro;tier^  by  the  !st  Article 
of  the  treaty  batween  the  U  States  end  the  Osa:  e 
Indians  a  Fort  is  stated  to  h£ve  been  built  at  Fire 
Prairie  to  the  nrotection  of  -.vhich  they  are  to  be 
entitled,  by  the  2d.  Art.  there  is  an  express  co'jQr.ont 
on  the  part  of  the  U  States   to  keep  a  ocrrranent  supply 
of  Suitable  Articles  for  Indians  use  at  ■jft'!fi!-ffni?    i"hot 
'^osr  it  is  to  be  presumed  ^hat   some  arrangei^ntc^-  v/as 

-^ade  v;ith  ths  Chiefs  ax   Washington  last  Sumrner  dispensing 
with  those  I  reaty  stipuiaticns  or  this  v;ould  have  been 
taken  into  vidw  in  the  setters  of  the  S,  of  .Var,  to 
ycu  and  myself,  but  lest  those  engacements  by 
possibility  may  have  esccped  his  recoi  Iccti on,  I  shall 
write  to  the  Agent  row  among  the  Osage,  to  endeavor  to 
effect  an  crrangcment  absolving  at  least  informality, 
th£;  U  States  from  those  parts  of  tiiQir  Agreement, 
but  from  the  letters  of  the  Secretory  I  do  not  think 
this  is  prescribed  to  you  or  nyself  in  deciding  the 
(.juesticn  he  has  submitted  to  our  co  s  iderav  ion, .  the 
result  of  which  see-^'S  intended  to  dec  ice  upon  its 
continuance  or  abandonment ,  I  ho've   given  you  rpy  opinions 
upon  tfe  topics  presented  T'e  in  y^ur  communication  ov 
yesterday  which  tho'  hastily  expressed,  have  been 
dr:-!  iberately  formed,  I  wi  i  f  meet  you  af    the  r'ortaqs 
Oe  Sleux  on  Thursday  next  ot  12  OCIock  respecting  the 
establishment  epoken  of  in  our  late  conversat icn,  should 


bill     from    Ihe    letterc-   of    Iho   S-Gcretciry    1    cd   nor    tliir.l: 
this    is   orescribecJ   to    you   or    r.iyse  I  f    in    deciclrig    rhc 
quesficn   he   has   subni  iTGd   fo  our  co   sicloro-ilon,    l-h;; 
result   cf   which   sec-'"S    intended   to   decioc   uron    ttc 
continuance--  or    abar.donment ,     I    hcive   given   you   roy  ooinicr, 
upon    tt'G    tonics   cresented   're    in    y-^ur   coriimuni  cat  ion  ov 
'/c^'erd^y  \\hich   tho'    hastily   £'>:presoed,    have  been 
del  iberoteiy    forrmed,    1    wi  !  I    iTiset    you   at    the   ^^ortar;G 
Oe   Sieux  on  Thursday   next   at    12  OClock  respec.ting   the 
establishment   epcken  of    in  our    !c,tc  ccnvercai  icn,    shoui' 
oP.ytt.  ing   occur    to   prevent   me   you   cha  I  i    be   notified  or 
it    before    your    aeparture,    if    rhe    dotschir^ents   you 
de^tino    for    that    pUco   co..  Id   be    there   by    that    tire    it 
wouIg   be    dc-j:iroble,    as    thie  estab  i  ishrent    fhcre  wi  li 
net   only    give   nfuch   r.ror&ct  ion   to   that    expococ   vicinity 
out   con^^icence   to   tre   Country   be  low^,    in   aoditicn   to    tho 
reai^cns   assigned    for  evcicucting   F   Osage    I    would   add 
that   should    the  hostile    Indians  determine   to  cut   oi f 
its   supplies   the   enteror ise  would  be   unsuccessf u !  I , 
unless  Escorts  were  sent    greater    than  coulc  be  afforded 
cciiipatibly   with  other   Objects  without  more  Wen  are 
sent    to  this  Country. 

i    am  respectfully   your   Hunble   Servt. 
Signed  E,enjn.    H  ward 
[To  Dcniej    eisssU] 


r^ 
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St  Louis  April  Uth  1613 
Sir 

owinr;:  to  a  pressure  of  tusiness  Ix,  vras  not  in  ir.y  pov.er  to  anov;or 
your  coiTTiiunication  of  yesterday  before  this  r.omin  \,    as   it  res^^ects 
l-'ort  :.:ad:'.5on     I  never  considored  it  a  happy  selection  ol"  sclte  i'or  a   ',-ai-riscn 
either  as   it  resr.ects   the  defence  of  t;:e   post   itself  or  ioS   efficiency  in 
affording  protection  to  the  froiitiers  hnd  my  opinion  been  taken  before 
v;e  were  in  hostility  with  the  Indians   io  certain!"-  would  have  been  in 
favour  of  ios  evacuation;   buc,  from  a  variety  of  considerations  arrising 
from  existin;:  circamstances   I  aeem  the  abandonment  of  that  oos^  un- 
advisable  vrere  it  to  take  place  at  this  tir:ej    the  measure  would  be 
employed  w'ith  ^J^eat  dexterity  ajnon;::  the  Indians  bv  the   British  agen  .s  as 
evidence  of  our  inability  to  maintain  ±z  and  vrould  embolden  those  -..ho  are 
now  hosoixe,    and  possibly  decide  the  wavering  to   take  par^o  agai^ist  -as 
furoher  since  the  removal  of  the  Villages  by  Capt.  Craig  from  Peorias  v;e 
have  no  place  v/here  persons   can  be  sent  or  Kept  in  the  enL-ies  Gcu:ix.r:;r 
tc  Collect  information  of  their  Views  and  movements  except  ?ort  Madison 
in  this  respect  i"OS  utility  is   increased  o     circurr^  nances  accruing  in 
the  progress  of  the  war  in  addition  to   those  considerations  there  is 
another  resiilting  from  an  opinion  possibly  confined  to  myself  w-hich  is 
that  our  difficulties  with  the   Indians  will  noo  terminate  v/ichout  tr. 
emiposing  campaign  carried  as  far  at  least  as  the  Ouisconsin  in  a  direction 
betvreen  I.Ilchegan  L  Llississipi,   and  the  erection  of  a  garison  Comnanoing 
the  entrance  of  tnat  river  inoo  the  I.Iississipi;    in  "ohe  procecution  of  a 
Captain  of  that  kind  Fort  l^adison  v/ouxd  afford  many  facilities  which 
will  at  once  occur  to  you,   in  short  from  any  view  I  am  able    ^o  taire  of 
this  subject,   I  am  of  opinion  that  this  post  ought  x,o  be  maintained 
if  the  means  are  possessed     the  nu^mber  of  men  nov;  there  ana  destined  for 
the  place  which  you  state  in  your  letcer  in  my  opinion  is  entirely  equal 
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to  i\yS  defence  against  any  assault  o^"  Indians  alone   if  v/ell  supplied 
but  If  any  .-rixish  force  possessed  vfit  h  artilery  should  cooperate,   I 
fear  it.  v/ouid  be  insufficient  -unless  the  Garison  is  soren-Lhenea  iri  a  v.ay 
nor  u  .vJlI  nor  necessary  against  aotacks   mado  solely  by  Indiaj-is  hov;  i'cT 
it  is   susseptible   of  such  improveir.ent  you  can   Judge  better  than  L'-'Sclf 
fro:n     ^'■our  superior  Kno.- ledge  of  i'-s  condition 

The  fortified  ?oat  you  in'oenca  to  enploy  tiere  I  think  higiiLy  useiull 
the  Garison  can  cooperate  xilt.      it  in  arreSuing  anyatte;:.pt  of   ohe 
ener.y  to  pass  dov/n  the  river  against  the  settleir.ents   belov;,   and  in   the 
event  of  a  serious  attack  of  the  i'ost  on   ;ne  xana  sias,   z'ae  corrana  in  the 
boat  can  be  dravrr,  with  facility  to   its  support       It  is  to  be  re,;re"i:~Gd 
that  fort  ::adxson  haa  not  been  built  higher  up  glc  lower  dovm  i-he  river 
as   I  bexieve  a  much  core  eligible  milioar;'-  position  not  distant  is    uC  be 
found  in  either  direction,    but  it  c'o'uxd  not  be  aavised  in  "chs  present 
stat,e  of  thin,;s  imless  Lhere  was  a  greater  protecting  force  curing  ius 
erection  than  can  'oe  novj-  cormTianded     I  believe  fron  x,he  r.ea..s  in  your 
pov/er  or  tne  resources  of  the  terriuory  consistently  wich  the  safeoy  of 
o-or  5atfcle:..en-is,   as  to  Fort  Osage  viewing  its  utility  solely  in  respect 
1.0  tne  defence  of  the  frontier  I  have  no  hesitation  in  advisin  •  its  early 
evacuation.     The  l.Iissouri  Indians  have  so  far  have  been  deeir.ed  friendly 
at  least  r;a.tral  and  if  they  vrere  hostile  Ix,  is  too  high  up  to  check 
their  inroads  because  the  Osa.je  the  ileigh'oouring  Indians  would  not  necessarily 
have  to  pass  it  in  a  decent  upon  our  frontier,   ?y  ohe  1st  article  of   ^he 
ti-eaty  betweeii  the  U  Sta&es  and  tae  Osage  Indians  a  Fort  is  stated  cc   nave 
been  built  at  Fire  Prairie  to  the  protection  of     which  they  are  to  be 
entiuelled,    b  y  the   2nd  article   there  is  an  express  covenani.  on  zhe  part 
of  the  U.  Sta>^cs  to  keep  a  peruant  supply  of  suitable  ar-iiclcs  for 
Indian  use  at  thiat  post.       it  is  to   oe  pres'^.ed  that  soi:ie  arrang.i?:.:cnt 
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was  rjide  last  surx-.er  at  ".Vaslipji  ton  bet'*.een  the  Govt  ana  zhe   chiafs 
disponsinr  v/it;:  those  treatj'S   stipulaticriG  or  this  v.'ould  have   ceen  oaken 
into  view  in  the  letters  of  the  sccretar:^  of  v/ar  to  you  and.  myself   cut 
leat   those  cn;-:a2enGnt,s   bv  possibilitys  nay  have  escaped  his   recollection 
I  shall  v/rite  to   the  a.  enx.  nov/  air,onj;  the  osa-:e    oo  endeavour  to  efiect 
an  arrancernent  absolving  at  least  iniorn-ally  one  U.  S.   from  that  part 

01   tneir  agreement,   but  from  i-he  letter  of  the  Secretary  I  do  not  think 
v^his   is  px-esented  to  you  or  myoelf  in  aeciding  tne  quesoion  v/hich  he  has 
submitted  "oo  our  con^iaeration  the  result  of  v.iiich  seems   intended  to 
decide   its   contiauance  or  evacuation;    I  have  given  you  ir.y  opi.iions   upon 
the  Topics  presented  to  me  in  your  communication  of  yesterday  v.'-hJ.ch  tno 
hastily  expressed  have  been  dexiberatel--^  formied,   I  v/ill  meet  you  at  the 
porta;:e  des  sioux  on  thursday  next  at  12  oclock,   respecting  tne  establish- 
ment spoken  of  in  our  late  conversation  should  any  thing  occur  to  prevent 
me  YOU  shall  .£  notified  of  it  before  your  departure  if  the  aetacix  ent 
you  uestine  for  that     poinc  could  be  there  b-'  that  tim.e  it  would  be 
desirable  as  the  establishment  at  that  place  v.-ill  not  only  give  much 
protection  to  that  exposed  vicinit/  but  confidence  to  the  Country 
below. 

I  am  respectfully  your  hurable   servant 
B.  Howard 
P.S.      in  adition  to  the  reasons  assigned  for  the  abanuoni..ent  of  Fort  Csage 
I  vjould  aud  that  should  the  ;,;ississipi  Indians  determine  zu   cut  off 
supplies  for  it  the  enterprise  wouxd  ce  succesful  unless  escorts  v:ere 
sent  greater  than  could  be  afforded  consiotently  vifith  the  safety  of  the 
counury,    »jithout  more  means  are  throvm  vfithin  its  limits, 
[Ko  addressee] 


Report  or  Angiist  LeRoche-  and  Louis  3]:evalier  —  St.  Louis  Uth  April  I8l3  — 

\'Ie   left  this  place  in  Jany.  last,  and  crossed  the  i'.ississippi  at 
Porteje  de  Siouic,  we   then  took  t.ie  Peraries  towards  the  Illinois  2iver, 
seeing  rriany  fired  a  head  of  us,  and  fearfull  of  falling  in  '.vi-uh  the  Kicapocs, 
viQ   olian:"Qd  our  course,  and  struok  the  Illinois  Rivor  at  thca  ■rand  lale, 
60  i'iles  below  the  Peorias,  where  we  fell  in  vdth  three  Potav/atiriies,  who 
v.'ere  cuch  surprised  to  see  us,  and  vias  very  near  fire  in;;  on  us,  sa^r'-i"  that 
they  thou^-;ht  \ie  were  Americans.  Those  Inuians  told  us  that  we  did  ri'-..6  to 
leave  the  Piraries  and  come  dovm  bo  the  River,  as  tie  v/ould  have  fallen 
in  with  the  Kicapooos  who  would  have  certairdy  killed  us,  as  they  pay  no 
respect  to  any  vfhiteman  since  their  relations  was  Killed  by  C-ovr.  Edv.-aras, 
those  Potav/atimies  took  us  to  t.iier  camp  on  the  River  de  Sheeshequeen 
30   lliles  belov;  Feorias,  we  were  here  ira'ormed  that  an  Englislrr.an  was  on 
his  way  from  Detroit  to  St.  Josephs  v/ith  ten  Kegs  of  g-onpovJ'der,  those  Indians 
sent  a  young  [man]  v;ith  us  as  a  guide  to  their  Fort  or  Portificaticn, 
that  they  have  buJlt  on  the  River  Au  Burace,  which  falls  into  t:;e  Illiviois 
River  6O  miles  above  Peorias,  when  we  arrived  at  that  place  we  were  astonished 
to  find  such  a  Fortification  buij.t  b  y  Indians;  This  Fort  or  x"ori.ifi:-:ati..on 
is  built  on  a  point  of  a  hill  with  five  long  blockhouses  with  portholes  at 
different  distances  to  fire  through,  if  attacked;  those  blockhouses  are 
about  tvrenty  feet  long  and  fifteen  or  I6  feet  ..ide  around  the  blockhouses 
trees  are  cut  dovm,  and  b^r  ine^n^  of  thick  punchons  a  very  complcat 
breastvrork  is  made,  and  porthjoles  at  certain  distances  to  fire  thrcug.:, 
in  froiit  of  this  Fort  or  Fortification  is  a  large  luarsh,  and  the  River  au 

Furau  runs  behina  it,  this  place  was  built  last  winter,  after  t;:e  Kicapoos 
seen  the  teaces  of  the  peopxe  who  v/ent  up  to  Peorias  last  december  to  bring 
o-.eir  Cattle  away.  Ac  this  Fortification  all  the  Inaians  of  the  Illinois 
River  are,  ivicapoos  and  Potawatim^ies,  and  from  the  different  alan^-^s  that  they 
have  had  all  v/inter  they  have  not  been  able  to  hunt,  and  are  nov;  in  a  state 
01  starvation.  7/e  wished  much  to  go  up  to  Cnicago  and  from  thence  on  to 
:.'.illl.illeg.  ]  but  they  Kicapoos  said  we  vrcre  spies  employed  by  the -Americans 


2 

and  -chat,  an  anny  v.'ould.  come  and  cut  tnem  off  as  soon  as  \ie  Vvould  return  to 
this  place.     There  bein~  a  great  deal  of  snove  and  our  horses  tirsd  out,   nd 
finding  the  Kicapoos  v/as  so  Suspicious  of  ■  s  v/e  thought  best  to  re:..ain 
at  their  Fort,   alth.o   they  Potawatimies   did  not  suspect  us   b;'  an  -  rr.eans, 
Gor.o  and  others   told  us   that  tiie   gunpowder  from  Detroit  v.as   arrived  at  the 
L'.outh  of  St.   Joseph's  River  and  that  tne  black  Patridge  liad  aj.ready 
received  tv/o  Kegs  for  his  share,   tliat  those  ten  Kegs  of  gunpov/der  are 
in'i^ended  as  presents  to  the  Potavratiniies,  Kicapoos,   .'Tineb^igoes  ?oxsovoin§ 
Sakies  i:  Foxes,   and  that  the[yj  are  not     common  Kegs,   but  contain  about 
100  lb.   each  from  the  Size  the[y]  are  rep  esented  to  us  — 

The  Mainpoque  came  hoiiie  "co  ?ox  Hiver  last  fall  that  he  brought  two 
Kegs  of  g-unpoiffder  v;-iLh  him,   and  started  from  Detroit  ivlth  eighty  horses, 
that  ne  ha.d  stole  from  different  parts  but  got  only  twenty  home  v/itn  him, 
they  rest  having  given  out  on  the  road,   arout  the  Ijth  of  last  month  the 
liainpoqua '  s  son  arrived     at  the  above  mentioned  Fort,  v;ith  a  talk  from 
his  Father  to  Gono,   and  other  Chiefs  telling  then  that  the   2rioish  had  ssno 
for  hir.  (the  I.Iainpoque)  to  go  on  immediately  to  Detroit,   that  the  Indians 
did  not  I\nov;  how  to  make  v;ar,   thiat  it  v;as  not  proper  to  go  and  kill  a  man, 
or  a  ".Toman  f.-c.   but  to  allow  the  Americans  to  come   into  their  countr;v"  by 
vmich  means  they  v;ould  be  able  to  Kill  a  great  many  that  those  vfas  the  v.'ords 
of  the    British,   that  the  ilmericans  had  Killed  many  Shawnoes  and  Dclav.-ars 
in  an  engagement  on  the  V/abas..  last  winter,   and  that  the  Americans 
had  GomiTiitted  many  cruelties  on  x.he  Indian  prisoners,    by  tj-zlng  an  Indian 
round  the  neck  with  a  rope  and  a  woman  round  the  'waist  and  throwing  them 
across  a  horse,    and  carried  of  in  that  aanner,   that  the  .Ir.ericans  was   z±  red 
of  fi>,hting  with  the  Prophet,   that  he  was  allways  to  many  for  the  AEsricans, 
and  they  were  oblidged  to  acknov/ledge  the  superiority  of  the  Prophet,   that 
t..e  Ai.iericans  r^aa  enquired  for  the  Llainpoque  and  v/ish-d  to  fight  him,    "ohat 
he  had  accepted  the  Challenge,   and  would  first  go  to  Detroit  for  Cannon 


then  retirra  to  and  take  Fort  V/ayne  —  The  Inaiano  observed  that  the 
Americans  was  alli'/ays  on  the  hunt  of  Indians  (meaning  I  suppose  the 
moun-oed  Ran  ors)  that  they  vrould  aiso  go  tov/arus  Sagair.on  River, 
on  horse. rack  ana.  see  if  they  couxd  not  fall  in  with  aome  of  the  Air.erican 
horsemen,  that  the  war  was  only  goii^S  ^o  commence  this  3um:..er,  onat  nothing 
as  yet  naa  been  done  ■ —  l.Iittilase[?  j  told  us  that  should  we  converse 
with  the  Americans  to  tell  t^em,that  the  Indians  would  be  glad  to  see  our 
old  friends,  that  formerly  lived  at  the  .'eorias,  but  did  not  want  them  to 
bring  any  .runpor^der,  as  the  Indians  were  plentifully  Supplied  -.vith  that  articl 
but  a  little  Tobacco  and  Com  vfould  be  acceptablej  Taat  there  is  eveirj 
appearance  that  the  Indians  will  piano  Corn  in  the  same  Villages  the  did 
last  year,  that  latterly  the  held  a  Council,  the  wurport  of  v/hich  was,  to 
ask  the  I-ritish  to  sand  them  provisions  .^-c.  in  a  vessell  to  Chicago  to  serve 
ohem  for  One  Years  as  the  are  nov/  in  a  staoe  of  starvation,  a  horse  sells 
from  two  to  four  Indian  bags  of  com  each,  that  a  I.;an  a  .Vomian  and  a  Child 

actually  died  \'i±x,h   hun^^er  t.ds  last  winter.  A  Potav.atimie  Indian  naiiisd  t-i.e 
Waloe   hair  said  that  he  was  on  the  I.Iississippi  where  there  was  acout  fifty 
lodges  of  Salcies  encamped  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ihowais  River  and  sor.e  briish 
tracers,  that  the  Sakies  employed  One  Boisbois  a  trader  to  ..ri'oe  a  xetter 

to  the  Erioish  at  Detroit  and  chat  One  Logoutlirie  was  the  inoerpreter, 
vaiich  letter  v;as  given  to  him  (Yrhite  hair)  to  talce  on  to  detroit,  and  that 
he  would  be  well  paia  for  his  trouble  by  tjre  British;  also  that  a  num'oer 
of  Sald.es  v/as  going  to  the  mouth  of  St.  Joseph's  River  to  get  Coripowder  from 
the  Engj-ishnan  w-ho  was  to  bring  it  from  detroit,  ne  the  Wniue  i^air  also 
said  th^t  the  -ia'itish  wishes  to  know  x,he  Indian  who  Killed  Captain  V.'elxs  at 
Chicago  in  August  last,  as  they  say  they  vfill  pay  him.  well  for  Killing  Capt 
■.Tells,  and  he  the  Tnite  hair  says,  io  was  him,  v/ho  Killed  Captain  '..'ejils,  and 
expects  zo   receive  a  large  amount  og  C-oods  from  the  British  vrhen   he  gets 

to  Deti-'oit  —  That  seven  days  ago,  vfe  savf  three  Sal-:ies  that;  came  from  the 
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Sakie  Gar.ip  on  the  LrissiasippS,  Y;no  saia  that  the  SakieSj   Joxqz,   and  Ihov/ais, 
\iere  aividadj   part  for  v;ar  with  the  U,  States  and  part  xor  peacSj   that;   uhe 
"[hit.e  ?id  :eon's  Son  (a  Potav.-atirr.ie)     told  then:;,    tha^  if  the"  dia  not 
.join    the      ritifvli,    blaut   thov  v;i^ula   bo    couaidored  an   Arnaricana,    una   thut 
the   British  ana  o"oher  Indians  v/o-ald  j-al:e  v.'ar  a^^ainst   them  eqally  as   ii'  x,he 
were  Americans.     That  all  the  Indians  vrere  mvioed  b"-  the  "ritish  -bo 
go  to  Detroit,   to  receive  Clothing  ?•:  Provisions  Lc,     That  it  was  i;icaroos 
v;ho  iCilled  Yonng  on  Kaskaskia  River,   the  party  consisted  of  five  or  si::,   and 
a  party  headed  b"  little  Deer  Killed  tvro  ii:en  soir.e  where  on  the  Kaskaskia 

River  v.-here  the   f^ot  some  rnoriey  and  many  papers,    thai,  tr^.'o  of  tne  xit'oxe  Deers 
party  renained  behind,   and  killed  another  man  who  v/as  nialcing  sugar,  near 
the  Saline,   but     that  they  would  not  Kill  the  women  that  \ie  did  no  ^  near  of  any 
prisoners     The;;  had  taken  —  That  tv/o  tradei-s   Euisson  and  Lencin  v.'inoeradat 
Ghica_:o  witii  Koods  ac.   that  those   ti'aders   haa  got  of  fro::,  the   Lidians   tv.o 

viToir.en  and  One  child,    that  was  taken  prisoner  at  Chicago   last  ^.u;aisu.     ..'e 
seen  tvro  of  Lenoines  men  v^ho  informed  thao  Dickson  vent  to  Lov.er  Canada 
last  fall,    and  we  v.-ere  told  by  the  Indians  that  he   (Dickson)  was  to  be  at 

Prarie   du  Chien  in  last  m^onth,   after  the  engagement  between  the  ilmericans 
and  Indianoon  the  ".Tabash  last  vj^inter  the  Prophet  with  the  Shawanoes  v;ent  to 
Detroi'o,    but  the  Y/inebagoes  <k.  Kicapoos  did  not  follow  the  Prophet  to  Detroit, 
but  are  still  on  the  "iTabash 

[This  vj-as  enclosed  in  a  letter,   Hov;ard  to  Armstrong,    dated,  Spril  ^,   lt±3, 
covering  letter  not  copied  as  it  v;as   too  illegible.] 
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Vinceiines  April  the  $ta  1&13 
Sir 

■the  Situatio.i  of  my  Private  affairs  renders  it  inconvenii.nt  for  :;3  to 
Continue  in  the  ran^^ing  Service  Longer.     I  therefore  hope  you  v<-ill  t..is  as  icy 
resignation  as  Captain  of  a  Company  of  rangers   in  this  Service  of   the   Uni'ted 
States. 

In  quitting  the  Service  Sir  I  must  ret-om  you  rr.y  thanks  for  yovor  frie:-.dly 
Attention  to  i.^e  vfhile  I  had  the  hjonor  to  Serva  under  your  CoJLi.'.ai'idj  -^  hojB 
you  may  Long  Continue  to  Cominaiid  in  the  Country  where  I  may  be  a  Soldier 

I  renain  Sir  Very  Respectfully  lo-ar  Obt,  Servt. 
Paren.  S.    Beckes 
Colo.  Y/illiam  Russell 
7th  U.  S.  Rangers 


>yX^'^/ 


Ol/cJi.  \o 


Copy  •  St."  Louis  April  6th  1g13  '^' 

Sir, 

I  have  Gene,  ciisparchcs  to  you  at  the  Csage  Tovrnj  b     e:':pre3G, 
Should  it  not.  ::ieet  you  on  the  v/ay,   i^or  iind  you  there  ,    you  v/ill  si,op 
the  Incliai-.s  yoy  ;..ay  have  alon,,   aiid  co»..o  on  here  yourseli'  d.c   soon  aa 
i305sible.      The  objoct  oT  ny  dispauchcs  to  the  Villa,_.es   is  to  prevent  your 
bringing  the  Indians  do\m  to  be  fii-ced  on  our  frontier.      I  v/ro-oe  you 
also  upon  the  suoject  of  evacuating  fort  Osage 

I  an  respectfully  uc 

(Sigd);    Eenjn,  Howard 
i.:ajr.   P.  Chouteau 

Empower  the   Building  Flockhoues  i  to  furnishing  emplenents  of  agriculture 

as  it  nay  appear  aaviseable  hereafter 

Authorise  a  Deduction  from  the  ^     Osage  anuities  when  there  is  Sufficient 

proof  of  their  Mff-MfiM  having  stolen  or  plundered,   ana  the  property 

after  being  dei..anded  is  not  given  up 

If  vre  r.ake  use  of   [.  e  Osage   in  war  the  appointments  of  young  Chotous  is 

adviseable 


J^M^'/'^' 


'// 


Cop;;-  ■         St.  Louis  April  6th.  I6l3. 

Sir, 

Ix,   has  been  cy  opinion  for  sorr:e  tir;,e  that  fort  osa^e  ought  to  be 
evacuated  as  the  troops  can  be  much  ir.ore  useful  on  our  frontlerj  the 
Secretary  of  V.'ar  as  v.-ritten  ir.e  on  this  subject,  i  have  recornr.Gnded.  its 
evacuation.   But  as  one  object  in  placing  it  there  v/as  for  zhe   Convenience 
of  the  great  c'c  little  osage  Indians  and  the;^  renain  friendly,  I  v/ish  t.  e~ 
to  be  Satisfied  v.'itn  its  reiuoval  anu.  to  hear  a  proof  of  their  v.'illi-igness 
to  effect  this  I  send  you  three  Copies  of  an  arrangement  -ivhich  I  rd-sh 
signed  by  the  principal  chiefs  &  warriors,  ana  I  do  hereby  Specially 
authorise  you  to  sign  it  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  hnen  it  is 
signed  by  yourselx  and  them,  one  Copy  you  v/iil  leave  v;ith  them  the 
remaining  tvro  bring  to  me;   I  feel  extremely  amcicus  that  z'lAs 
arrangr.eno  sho^ald  be  quickly  made,  and  I  hope  all  fair  means  v.'ill  "ce 
used  by  you  to  effect  it.  Yfnen  it  is  signed  you  v/ill  have  subscribii^g 
'^'itnesses.  Your  exerti  h  s  are  relied  on  in  this  business 

I  am  respectfully  Sc. 

(Sigd-;;-  Eenjn.  Howard 
l.iaj.r.  P.  Chouteau 
Osage  Tovms, 


■-. Vincennes  7th  April  1813 

Dear  Sir 

Acccrding  to  your  inforEation  on  the  subject  of  ran  ers  for  this 
Territory  Col.  Bigger  has  taken  great  pains  and  has  incurred  considerable 
expence  in  raiii^ing  a  company  and  has  succooded.   The  conpany  is  Tull  and  iiave 

elected  their  officers  all  ^^MM   meritorious  citizens.  Col.  Bigger  is 
elected  captain  and  has  cocie  on  to  this  place  to  tender  the  services  of  the 
company  (through  Genl  Gibson  nov.-  acting  govr. )  to  the  president  L,-ut  has  been 
refused  because  Genl.  Gibson  has  promised  llr.  Payton  from  Kentucky  that  if  he 
can  raise  a  company  he  vn11  be  accepted  and  under  the  impression  that  Pa^^ton 
will  raise  a  company  Col.  Bigger  who  is  now  ready  for  service  is  rejected 
there  being  only  a  vacancy  for  one  —  Yiliy  conditional  promises  should  be  made 
to  exclude  actual  applicants  or  why  a  resident  should  be  postponed  to  a 
Kentuckian  I  can  hardly  tell.  There  is  certainly  as  much  to  be  expected  from 
Col.  Bigger  as  from  any  Kentuckian  of  them  all  and  without  detracting  from  the 
merit  of  Capt  Payton  I  might  say  more.   Honor,  interest,  and  the  attacliment 
he  must  be  supposed  to  have  to  the  place  of  his  residence  all  combine  to  impl 
him  to  diligence  and  activity:  and  in  fact,  I  believe  nothing  but  the  love 
of  his  country  could  have  induced  him  to  quit  his  domestic  employments  and 
give  up  the  society  of  his  family  for  rough  and  tcilsome  exercises  of  th^e 
champ  de  mars.  If  you  can  render  any  assistance  in  this  matter  it  vri.ll  be 
an  acceptable  service  to  all  y:ur  friends  in  this  country 

The  Col.  has  determined  to  send  on  his  application  immediately  to  t  e 
president  i  your  interest  perhaps  may  be  useful  to  him.  I  need  not  prescribe 
the  tract  you  had  best  pursue,  but  will  onlj'-  suggest  that  no  time  is  to  be 
lost  as  the  ooher  company  will  in  all  probability  be  offered  ver  soon  — 
With  sentimeni-s  of  respect  I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir  Your  obt.  Sert. 

Ji.s  7finslow[?] 
Honble  Jonathan  Jennings  Esquire 


.,,)}>l//// 


i^ 


Porta -^e  dcs  l^iouj:  a.:;rii  8.   x£l3 


7ne  people  of  "yjiialo  se'cx.xeii^ent  haviii;;  ac  last  co.is-^nocd  to  r.ove  dovrr;  zo 
the  :-.e-^':le-..enos   holov,'  cit  once  suj^es  os    one  ^jrop-ieov  oi  a  aiiiercn-o  xi^ie  of 
operaticn  ic-'  the  dsii-ence  oT  our  froiicior  _roi.,  that  ■..hicn  \;:-,s  rcna  red  necessary 
x,o   take  then  vj-ithin  its   scope  vjhi±c   they  ronaiiiedj   ov;iii^    oo    un.s   circ"a:r.sx.anGO 
I  have    oo   rcco.,:.iend  that  an  estaMishr.ent  be  i.iaae  at  Cape  au   'Jrais  oa  r,.-,3 
r.ost  eli,':if'le   situation  jji   ios   Vicinicy  altho   the   coii'oinuance   of  i'ort  :r.a5on 
r.iay  be   still  oi?  use  yet  if  yoi;.  have  not  t  le  r.eans   of  coTiLinuin, ,   it  and 
esta.iishnji,:  a  Post  at  Cai.e  au  Grais  I  feei  no  hesioation  in  recoiTiiT.enainr; 
its   ii.-r.ediate   evacuatio":  and  x.ae   applicaoi^.n  of    uhe  i^.eans  tnereb     al"_ordcd 
to  effect  the  o eject  at  Cape  au  Crais   sho^U-d  yo'ur  de-oernination  require  a  convey- 
ance of  orders  to  the  officer  corjaandiiiu,-  ai  j-'ort  ir^ason,    I  ^,ill  affora  iu  by 
iTieans  of  sone  ";.io "minted  troops   I  have  in  the  Vicini"oy  of  c.is  place   if  the 
evacuation  of  Fort  hason  be  necessar;/  co  effect  the  object  I  have  mentioned 
your  intination  to  that  effect  will  produco  instructions  fror;  r.ie  to  the  corj-.ariding 
officer  of    the  P^angers  to  cooperate   in  hastening-  its  e'.acuation  ana  ;^iving 
safeo^^  to  the  public  pro  pert.'  in  its  trsmsportation  if  I'-o  :.  v.-ill  ins -_.r-'u:;t 
Left.  Car/ipbell  to  state  the  probable  tir.e  he  can  decend  to  Gape  au  G-rais,   ~ 
Villi  endeavcor  to  throw  nounued  troops  into  th.at  nei^hboiu'^licod  in  the  to 
recoraioibro  the  Country'  round  v.'hile  a  Portificaticn  is  ere..'tin^-  ana  a  rcits 
in  the  mean  time  may  be  chosen       iSince   I  •vvrote  you  in  respect  to  Port  ..adison 
1  Port  Csa.  e  I  an  afraid  upon  a  point  which  ou;^h.t  to  have  been  v."ell  ccnsicered 
the  late  Secretary  of  v;ar  did  not   ohinl:  at  the  ti:  e  he  -ivro  >.e  you  and  me    [ille~.  j 
steps  have  beci^  taken  by  me  to  remedy  a    -ossible  omission  o:^  nls;   upon 
roflocticn  I  must  ai^vise  that  that  post  be  noo  evacuated  unt-ill  t'le  arra.;  e...ents 
v/ith  the  Osa  e  '..hich  I  have  sent  on  are  made  the  result  of  my  proposition  to 
the:-:  -.vill  be  luicvm  shortxy       still  every  m.aasure  pre^^aratory  to  a  rexinquishm.cnt 
of  ti:e  Garrison  can  ro  on  ^      ■  i  ' 


LOurs  liC 


[To  Ar::;stron,^- j 


io 


Extract  of  a  Lotter  fro-  HIg  Exceilency  Governor  ;-:ov;orc' 
to  Coionel  Daniel  B  it  se  i  1  Daled 

Poriage  de  Sieux 

8-rh.  Apr-  i  18!5  — 
Since  I  wrote  you  in  respect  to  Fort  /Vadison  end 
Fort  Osege  I  a*^  a 'raid  upon  a  point  whirh  cughr  to  have 
been  well  cc  s leered  the  late  Secretary  of  War  did 
not  think  at  the  tine  he  wrote  you  and  myseif  Steps 
have  been  taken  by  me  to  re-edy  a  pos^ibie  omission 
or  hif  .   Upon  Reflection  I  inust  advise  that,  that  Post 
be  #^''#  not  evacuated  until  the  arrange^rent  with  the 
Osage,  which  i  have  sent  on,  is  made,  the  result  of 
r;/  proposition  to  them  wii!  be  known  shortly  sti  1  i 
every  necessary  preparation  to  a  rei Inqu!  shment  of  the 
Garrison  can  go  on  —  ,   '  ' 

1  am  Resoectfuily  Your  Hurrble  Servt 

siignod  Benjn,  h  ward 


Head  Ouarters  Fort  amancia 

on  the  Auglaise  River 

9th  Arri I  U   OCIock  A.M. 
Dear  Sir. 

Altho  I  have  reason  to  belsive  that  the  pov.ers  formerly  giver,  to  me 
to  call  upon  the  Executives  of  the  adjacent  States  &  Territories  for 
Catachments  of  Militia  is  corsiderea  by  the  Secretary  of  V7ar  as  oeing 
annulea  —  yet  such  is  my  view  of  the  critical  situation  of  our  affairs 
in  this  Country  that  I  am  inouced  to  request  your  Excellency  to  take  such 
measures  as  yoi:  may  juc'ge  most  effectual  &  speeay  to  senc  me  —  a  rein- 
force'^ent  of  et  least  fifteen  honored  men.   The  season  is  scarcely 
sufficiently  advanced  to  afford  Jila  food  for  horses,  but  as  we  have  a 
corsiderable  quantity  of  forage  at  some  of  the  advarcec  posts  I  must 
request  you  to  dispatch  immediately  the  Regt.  of  Mounted  Riflemen  commanded 
by  the  Honbl.  R.  M.  Johnson  or  such  part  of  it  as  may  be  raisec  vnthout 
v.'aitlnc  for  the  Infantry  —  should  the  Government  not  think  proper  to 
authorize  the  employment  of  the  latter  —  you  will  receive  Notice  of  it 
before  they  can  have  arrived  at  the  General  Rendezvous  as  1  have  alreaoy 
written  on  the  Subject  &  1  am  persuaded  that  neither  your  Excellency  nor 
the  officers  &  men  who  may  be  called  out  will  regret  the  trouble  you 
will  have  on  this  occasion  shoula  it  even  prove  ultimately  to  produce  no 
acvanta;e. 

From  the  information  received  yesterday  it  is  very  evident  that  the 
enemy  intends^  to  attack  the  post  at  the  Miami  Raoias  —  the>  have 
oeen  apprised  of  the  reouced  state  of  the  troops  there  i:   calculate 
upon  an  easy  conquest  —  1  have  been  obliged  to  dispatch  for  its  pro- 
tection the  Squadron  of  Dragoons  &  have  novv  with  me  about  JOO  men  '.vhich 
is  all  that  I  cou I d  possibly  take  from  the  protection  of  the  fortS  on  this 
line.   Indeed  one  of  theT  is  left  to  the  protection  of  the  Friendly 
Indians  with  only  a  sergeant  «  3  n^en  of  ours  —  I  shall  embark  in  one  ho-r 
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in  a  boat  &  peragues  &  calculate  on  reaching. the  Rapias  toixorrov;  Night, 
I  aTi  intorrr.ed  by  W'.ajor  Stoddard  who  cormands  at  Camp  /\'eigs  that  the 
Indians  are  in  force  on  the  Rivers  between  Fort  'Winchester  &  the  forrr.er  -- 

V/ithojt  a  very  c  nsiderabi©  addition  to  my  present  force  it  will 
be  impossible  to  aefend  the  exteesive  line  of  weak  posts  on  this  frontier 
j;r;iaintain  that  at  the  Rapids.   The  enemy  have  a  :  i  jle  point  only  to 
defend  their  forces  are  concentrated  —  they  connnand  the  lake  i  can 
take  their  troops  to  any  point  they  think  croper  to  attack,  v.  irh  great 
facility  —  our  movements  on  the  contrary  are  necessarily  laborious 
«  tardy  a   not  Knowing  on  which  of  our  numerous  &:   vulnerable  points  the 
storm  is  to  falJTf  it  is  necessary  upon  every  Mi  I i tary  principle  that  our 
force  should  be  treble  theirs  --  at  present  it  is  inferior  — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  Respect  sir  yr  obt  n  btv. 
(Signed)  V/.  H.   Harrison 
His  excel iency 
Isaac  Shelby  Esqr. 
Governor  of  Kentucky 


-V/  ^        St.  Louis  lOtL  April  1S13 

Sir 

Eein;-  appoiii&sd  Sub  Agsnt  of  Lneiian  Afj-'airji'or  the  ?03t  of  reoria 
in  the  Illinois  Hiver,  I  think  it  ny  auty  to  state  to  ycu  ti;e  reason  chat 
I  an  not  at  present  at  that  place,  as  also  the  importance  of  an  estabiisuTiGnt 
beinj  i-,r.clG  there,  or  they  people  v.'ho  i'oiTicrly  resided  th  re  to  "oe 
encoura  ed  to  ret'^mi  baci:  and  build  up  thi.ir  Villages;  they  whole  of  t;ie 
houses  beinj  burned  uovm,  eccepuing  tv.'o  that  belorigs  to  tv:o  Brit-ish  traders, 
L^essrs.  Zousson  and  Lcmoine.   The  inioiTnati^n  I  collected  at  that  place 
before  and  after  the  coi.-u.ienceiiXnt  of  oiie  V.'ai',  v;as  great.  I  had  gox.  every 
thing  in  such  a  train,  that  I  drew  inforrnation  fron  Ilakinav;,  Detroit, 
■""t.  Joseph  Zivers,  'Jhicago,  ;.;illv/akee  and  Green  Eay  and  ..■ny  ot,hcr  places, 
and  nothiii:,-  could  stir  in  the  Vicinity  of  these  places,  a:..ong  t.he 
Indians  vathout  its  coming  to  r.iy  Ivnor.'le dge ,  vfhich  iriforr/.ati  n  so  collected, 

._wa  s  occasionally  transmitted  by  h,e   to  they  officer  of  governEent  in  this 
Countr-y;  by  vihicri  means  iuany  lives  \Ta3  saved,  but  more  particularly  in 
tiie  ...on  ^h  of  September  la  t,  when  upr./ards  of  four  hundred  Indians  \-[3.c 
equiping  themselves  to  co.re  down  on  the  fronti.-:rs  of  this,  and  the 
frontiers  of  Illinois  Territory,  Irut  Governor  Howards  letters  to  r.e 
arrived  at  Peorias  tv;o  or  three  days  before  the  arrival  of  this  large 
body  from  the  upper  parts  of  Illinois  River,  by  which  :.\eans  my  answe^-s 
to  Govr.  Howard  gave,  hira  and  Govr.  iiidivards  ti...e,  to  put  the  frcntirrs 
of  both  Territories,  in  a  state  of  uefencc  'a;/  which  i;.eanr,j  the  whiole 
parb*  of  Indians  "Has  most  ccmpleatly  foiled,  they  doing  no  other  j.,ischief, 
than  stealing  a  fev;  horses,  anu.  roobing  a  house  or  Uic;   not  being  able  to 
take  hoLie  one  scalp,  but  on  the  contrarj^  lost  one  of  their  waz-'riors,  a  thing 
hardly  iciown  in  Indian  warfare.  Indians  allv/a?/s  profess  the  greatest 
friendship  imtill  the  moment  arrives  that  the  r.ean  to  luaice  an 


/  w/\'//''k// 


2 

tTbtack,    io  beinr;  a  v;ar,  vmich   'ohey  allv.-ays  ao,    bv-  as  great  a  -orcc  a.^   ohcy 
vvossibly  can  collect,    alv/ays   supposin;  to    ualze  their  enciraes  imav;arcGj 
as  they  c.ertai:-.ly  would  h-<ve   u.one   in    .he  case  abovo  alluded  too,   hau  i  t 
not   been  i   r  the   inro:naticr.   that  Govr.   i'o-.Yard,'^  received  rrom  re  at 
Pooria.      Afior  the   return  of  this   L;i''oat  party,    I.tho->'^-h   iii  ]^r^lu■J^t 
to  r.oave   dcvm  to  this  place  i,iy  most  va.'Aiablc  effects  ana  to  return  to 
Peorias   i;n;;:Gdiately,  v.'hich  I  did,    but  dvrin^  r.y  absence  r;:.^   .  i- ..d:':  ohav; 
and  Kicapoo  Indians  robbed  the  \i'aole   ^il3.are  of  Peoria,   of  ev     y 
article  they  ccudd  cari-^^  av/ay;    La-ivin^;  they  poor  people  av,-ay  out  of  their 
houses,   -r.en,  ivorr.en  He  children  naked,    and  oblid^'ed  to  ei.-.barh-  on  board 
of  canoes^    ;.nd  abendon  the  v<hole,   s.nd  to  crovm  cur  distress   still  r..cro, 
tv:c  P/oa.-.s  cci.xiraided  by  Cap.   Crai^^  of  uhav:anoe  tc-vn,   ^:ot  up  to  Peorias  a 

ferj-     days   "  efore   I  did,    and  took  on  board  of  his  "coa'^s  the  reriaindcr  of 
our  :'roperty  (tb.e  greatest  parb  we  never  ,r:ot  nor  do  'we  ever  e:cpect  'oc 
get  it)  and  oiu':;clves  prisoners  aiiio"jnt:dij  to  Forty  tv;o     persons,   r.e  -, 
V.'or.en,   i  Children,    oblidginp;  us  to  abandon  our  K.  uses.    Cattle,    Corn  a^id 
T.Ticat,   idr  no  ./bher  rea3.-.n  than  because  sone  Indians  fired  on  'C^nej  beats, 
all  Y.T.ich  provisio;;s  say  IJO    'at  least)  head  of  horn  Cattle,    besides 
hogs,   and  Corn,  waj  all  destroyed  duriiig  the  last  v;inter,    by  uhe 
Inaians,    foiu"  nouses  and  four  barns  tvro  of  vrhich  contained  Vfneat,  ".vas 
burned  dorm  by  Graigs  i,.en,   before  v.'e  left  the  Peorias,  -uhen  we  were  tahen 
prisoners  xie  were  disarmed,   ana  desce.iding  thiC   Illinois,   he  wov.lLd  ..c  >:  .rive 
us  a  single  fusee  to  kill  a  few  ducks,    ana  when  arrived  and  discharged 
on  the  bank  of  the  Lississippi  18  l.blles  above     this  place,   p:.rt  on_g  of 
our  ai-^.3  \7cre  given  up  to  us,   f.ie  remainder  were  detained  to  the  great 
loss  of  the  ovmers,   not  to  luention  the  abuse  v.e  received  frcir.  Craig  ai~d 
his   ...en  at   different   tir.ies:      I  had  prevailed  on  sor.e   ^.eople  who  were 
a'txvut  to  leave  the  Peorias  to  re.v.ain  there    'prior  to  cui-  being  ...ade  prisoners 
by  Craig-;:-  and  I  vras  to  return  fron  this  place  to  peorias  bg  lan^,    but  adcy 


or  tv/o  after  evor\"  thing  Vi'as   settled  ,   i;e  v/ere  all  ;,:aL:c  rriscnerjj   and 
our  proi^erty  destroyed,   and  it  v/ao   L-.nocsible  for  r.a  to  return  alc/.Cj 
since  vmLol  t:u.:e   I  have  been  at  t'lis  place  Cz  regret  riuch  our   ceVnr; 
oblidr';ed  to  a  andon  oui-  situation  at   i^coria,:;.      Peoidas   is   certainly 
the  i::03t  i  po  tant  place  in  all  the  Indian  Couritry,   as  the   inL.orco"j.roe 
V;ith  the   Indians   at  that  pl:,ce   is   so  .jreat,    that   Indians   ^oiJ^'C   c.Oj    ^-'id 
couing  fro:a  Detroit,    ,_:enc  rally  call  to   rest  the:;.selves   and  get  a  little 
toba  CO  .'i.e.   for  tr.eir  journey  by  which  i/.eans  we  allv;ays   had  ir.o'.vc.  ly 
intelli;;ence  froiii  that  place  and  a;.;  sm.-e,  v;as  I  now  there,    I  v:ould  be 
able   to   collect   as   i.uch  inionnation  as  for;,;erly,    anu  ;:o  aoubt  'oy  that 
means   'do  able  to   frusterate   the   de3i:;ns  of  they  encnies  of  this 
Countryj   but  as  I  have  already  observed,    it  is  ir.possible  for  ...e  to 
].a;:e  a  stand  at  Tcorias  alone,    but  if  these  was  a  possibilit;.--,    cf  three 
or  four  fcu-iiies   being  allowed  to  go  up  to  that  place,   I  would  rejoice 
and  ^^o  uip  with,  t.'.e;.;,    and  run  any  rish  th.at  right  happen.      Liar.y  of  the 
people  T.i'10  for  erly  resided  at  leorias  \n.3\1  riuch  to  return,    b^it  th.e  fear 
of  being     hindrcd  b"'  aovernjr;ent,    and  the  great  want  of  the   corurion 
hecessaries  of  life,   oblidges  ther  to  er-.ploy  all  their  tiir.e  at  hard  laccur, 
to  perceive  a  scanty  subsistence  for  tnei  faniiiies.      If  Governrr.cnt 
would  give  the.,  the   least  assistance   ali.iost   the  v;'hole   of  then  wo"uld 
return  and  I  think  many  more  of  the  same  llation      (French-"-  vj-ould  also  go 
up,   and  the  i-eorias  w-ould  be  in  a  xibtle  time  i.ore  respect.-  ble  than 
ever  it  v/as.     Tao  men  recently  arrived  from,  that  couritry,    informs  .  e, 
that  the  ?otav;atimies  wish  miuch  that  their  old  friends    (as  they  style  the:.) 
Would  return  and  build  up  the  ;eorias. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  Cbcdt  ana  very  hur;.ble  Seri-x 
Thoir.as   Fors^-th 
The  Honourable/  Secretary  of  V.'ar/  Cioy/  ">7ashington 


\j  W^^  ■  Chilicothe  Apl.  lOf.  I8l3 

Sir 

Havsinj  stated  to  you  that  I  believed  Genl  LcArthur  vro'old  prorooe  the 
viev/3  oi'  the  e-xecutive  in  recei-vin^  men  in  this  state  as  soon  if  not  sooner 
than  aiiy  otiier  person  1  cannot  help  but  mention  luv  sorprise   at  his  heins-- 
ordered  av;ay  at  the  noK.ent  vfhen  he  l:ad  comienced  the  recruitin;:  sei'-zice  h  as 
I  thinic  v/ith  a  fair  prospect  of  success.      I  c^^rtainly  have  no  intention  of 
interfering  in  a  jiiatter  v;hich  does  not  concern  ^-.e  but  having  as  I  thou'hit 
fully  ^jnderstood  your  viev;s  &     instructioiis  in  this  quarter  —  I  felt  desirous 
the     should  be  carried  into  effect.      I  v.'ill  only  add  I  ai:i  fully  convinced 
tliat  Genl  LIcArthurs  absnece  will  parelize   in  great  measure  the  recrul'^ing 
service  in  this  quarter.      I  v.-rote  you  a  note  five  days  since  on  the  subject 
of  the  frontier  of  this   state.      I  ain  conf i_' .  ed  in  the  opinion  I  tiien 
gave  by  tae  alarm  created[?]  in  consequence  of  the  late  cruel  murders  by 
the  Indians  on  the  Ohio.     ITill  you  excuse  my  solicitude  on  this  subject  and 
let  me  request  you  \Till  put  at  least  one  company  of  i^an.^ers  on  oiir  frontier  as 
soon  as  they  can  be  raised  and  with  a  view  to  loose  as  little  time  as 
possible  give  me  leave  to  give  you  the  Ilaiae  of  ^/eorge  Stockdon   (as  a  Captain  of 
such  cor.py)  vrlio  to  my  own  lcnov;-ledge  is  vrell  q-oalii'ied  for  such  an  appointment. 
!irae  subalterns  may  be  na;ned  hereafter.     I  am  informed  Zanesville   is  to  be  t/.e 

rendezvous  for  the  2  P^egts  to  be  raised  in  this  state.     I  thiiil':  it  my 
dutg  to  tell  you  that  Troops  can  be   supplied  on  the  Sioto  for  l/3  less  to  t':e 
public  and  the  distance  only  Tij-  miles  betvj-een  the  tvvoC^laces 
Vary  respectfully 

T  Vi'orthington 
P.S.     Should  it  be  deemed  proper  to  malce  the  appt.   I  liave  m.entio   ed  I  v;ill 
be  responsible  to  you  for  its  proprity.      T  XI 
[To  An;.stro.ig] 


^^ 
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Cleaveland  Ohio 
April  nth.  1813 
Sir 

I  have  met,  at  this  place,  a  iir  Jones,  a  gentlenan  of  respect- 
ability^.  recently  dri  en  from  Detroit  —  he  inforiuS  me  that  the  Enemy  are 
malcinj^  great  exertions  to  collect  and  Indian  force  from  the  North  V/est  —  that 
many  persons  have  been  sent,  by  Colo.  Proctor,  into  the  country  of  the 
Northern  &  N  Yi"estern  tribes  —  acjong  Virhom  are  Dixson,  a  Scotch  Llerchant  — 
Burnet,  a  iaalf  Indian  —  Ro:ert  Livingston,  late  of  Nev/  Hairpshire  — 
Druillard,  late  Indian  interpreter  at  lialden  —  San  crant,  a  french  trader  — 
and  Kinsey,  foniierly  sutler  at  the  American  post  of  Chicago  —  all  men  of 
influence  among  the  Indians.  It  is  expected  they  will  be  able  to  assemble, 
by  the  first  oi  July,  a  force  of  upv/ards  of  three  thousand    The  Eaemy  v/ill 
also  be  able  to  avail  himself  of  the  services  of  about  fifteen  hundred 
Engagers  or  Vouageurs,  (i.e.  Canada  Boatmen,)  nov/  in  the  service  of  the 
North  7,'est  company  —  they  are  expected  at  Detroit  by  the  20th.  June. 

iJr.  Jones  informs  me  the  British  are  closely  engagea,  at  Llalden,  in 
building  vessels  for  ti.e  lake  —  they  laave  one  calculated  to  carry  eighteen 
Guns  ready  for  launching  —  the  Keel  of  another,  to  be  of  equal  force,  is  laid 
'  they  have  three  or  four  Gun  boats  on  the  stocks. 

The  ice  has  disappeared  from  this  part  of  the  lake  —  &  serio\is 
apprehensions  are  entertained  for  the  safety  of  this  place.  The  large 
quantity  of  provisions,  forage  li  stores,  collected  here,  invite 
depradation  —  And  the  Enemy,  if  he  possesses  a  particle  of  enterprize,  Td.ll 
certainly  visit  us. 

Boat  building  progresses  rapidly. 

I  am.  Sir,  very  respectfully  Yr.  Obt.  Servt. 

Th.  J.  Jessup 
Capt.  7th  In.        ^  . 


i:a.T±ett&  Apl  11  1813 
Sir 

I  hope:^  that  the  ComKand  of  the  8th  U.  S  military  District  vrould  have  teen 
assigned  to   Br  Gen  iicArthur  in  Consequence  ox  the  System     to  be  established  by 
the  U  S  aencral  Orders  of  the  19th  of  I.^arch  last. 

For  that  Gorainand  so  far  as  relates  to  Ohio  I  Know  Gen.  UcArthiir  is 
peculiarly  qualified  —  nor  would  it  prevent  his  ^uperintendance  of  the 
recruiting  Service  in  the  western  ^art  of  Ohio  — 

I  take  the  Liberty  of  naking  to  you  these  Sug^-estions,   it  having  been 
reported  that  Gen  Harrij.on  had  order' d  hL'n  to  the  Rapids.     . 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  respectfully  Yr.  Ob,  St. 
Return  J  i-'eigs 
Hon.  The  Secy  at  vra,r 


M//A^/^/J/ 
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Bo!  Is  fTontaine 
I2i-h.  April  iPlJ. 
Sir, 

The  Jist  Ulto,  Governor  Howard  arrived  ar  Sainf 
Louis,  I  imrnedialel  y  waited  on  hinn,  and  also 
bedrest  hlo,  on  the  Subject  of  evacusting  For'rs  Osage 
end  Wudison,  the  EncJosurei  aro  copcGS  of  his  ansv/ers, 
and  are  Extract  of  a  Letter  1  received  from  him  vhs  S'th 
inst  at  Portage  De  Sieux,  and  agreeably  to  his  advice;., 
!  ahall  endeavor  to  maintain  Fort  Madison,  and  the 
moment  the  necessary  arrangement  is  made  vnth  the  Osage 
Indians,  spoke  of  in  'i'rxQ   Governors  letter,  !  vviil  evacuate 
that  Post  with  ail  the  Arrr.y  Stores. 

Having  advised  with  his  Exceiiency  on  the  Subject 
of  the  Defence  of  this  much  exposed  frontier,  we 
have  agreed,  that  it  was  necessary  that  a  Post  ought  to 
be  estao  lihed  near  Portage  Oe  Sieu  x,  and  the  8th  inst 
v;e  mot  at  that  place,  and  fixed  on  a  Site,  which 
completely  Commands  th^e  River,  and  i  have  left  Captain 
Desha  there,  with  a  Subaltern  and  fifty  one  rren,  with 
Orders  to  build  a  strong  Block  House,  and 
.eft  with  him  a  fortifyed  Boat,  and  a  Piece  of  Ordnance j, 
ana  his  Excellency  : as  Detached  a  Comoany  of  Wilitia 
to  that  place,  v/i  th  anothc^r  fortifyed  Boat,  with  Orders 
to  build  a  Buttery  or  Block  House,  on  an  Islan;:  a  little 
telow,  v/here  Ca-^-tain  Desha  is  stationed,  where  v.e  shall 
fix  another  piece  of  Cannon,  v/hich  Positions  1  trust 
v/tll  if  well  manned,  successfully  defend  the  Pass  of 


be  eotab  ished  near   Pori-QQa  De  Sieu  >;.,  anO  i  he  8th  inof 
i    v/e  irci-  at  ihaf  place,  and  fixed  on  a  Silo,  which 
';    cowpietely  Cor^mcnds  tK;  River,  and  i  h3Vv?  left  Cnp'sin 
!   Oesha  there,  with  a  Subaltern  and  fifty  one  fren,  with 
;   Ord>?rs  to  build  a  strong  Siock  House,  and 
j—   loft  with  hitn  Q    fo.-tifyod  Oo.^t,  ond  o  Pioco  of  Ordnnnco, 
\.       and  his  Excellency  ias  Detached  a  Comoany  of  A*ilitiQ 
/   TO  that  place,  with  another  fortifyed  Boat,  with  Orders 

to  build  a  BsJ-tery  or  Block  House,  on  an  Islanc  a  little 
■;   below,  where  Captain  Desha  is  stationed,  where  we  shall 
fix  another  piece  of  Cannon,  which  Positions  1  trust 
v.'i  i  i  if  well  manned,  successvuliy  defend  the  Pass  of 
the  River,  the  Governor  has  also  rrounted  Rifle 


\  men,  now  st  the  Portage,  which  Reconnoitre  and  scout  the 

'l  Country  dully,  which  I  trust  will  be  able  to  rive  ua 

>  such  information,  as  will  prevent  our  enemy  surprising 

1  us. 


Fori-   A'.ason,  a  small  station  which  was  built,  and 
where  !  have  hod  one  of  my  Subaltern  Officers,  and 
about  twenty  men,  stationed  The  last  fourteen  .'.'onths, 
v/Ith  the  Rangers,  the  Governor  has  thought  best  lO 
:.-^ove    lower  down,  somev/here  near  Capua  Grey^  or  Quivre, 
about  twenty  miles  above  the  Illinois  River,  v/hich 
we  have  agreed  imired  iate!  y  to  co,  the  r  iw  Settlerrents 
above  that,  are  to  move  in,  the  particulars  of  all  of 
■hich,  his  Excellency  will  advise  you  of  — 

I  hoce  it  may  not  be  thought  Arrogant  in  ne ,  in 
fact  I  feel  it  my  Duty,  to  say  the  means  of 


iuch  invorrfio^"  ion,  as  will  prevent  our  enemy  surprising 
13.  '  - 

Fort  -Viason,  a  swo  I  i  star  ion  which  vtas  buiit,  snd 
where  1  have  had  one  of  ri>y  Subaltern  Ovficors,  and 
about  twenty  men,  stationed  rho  1  a^ r  fourteen  /.'.onths, 
with  the  Rangers,  the  Governor  has  thought  best  to 
rove  iov.er  down,  somewhere  near  Canua  Grey,  or  Quivre, 
about  tiventy  miles  above  the  J  I  i  inois  River,  which 
we  have  agreed  inrrediately  to  do,  the  few  Settlements 
above  that,  are  to  ;r,ove  in,  the  particulars  of  aii  of 
hich,  his  Excellency  v/ 1  I  I  advise  you  of  — 

i  hoce  it  may  not  be  thought  Arrogant  in  me,  in 
fact  1  feel  it  my  Duty,  to  soy  the  means  of 
Defence  on  this  frr^ntier,  1  think  quite  inadequate, 
to  the  protect  ion  necessary,  for  the  Property  and 
Pocuiation  of  the  Country,  every  inforrra  t  ion  which  can 
be  got  agrees  that  a  Co.Tibi  nat  ion  of  the  Northern  Indians 

'      Is  most  certain,  fa-  the  Durpose  of  harrassing  the 

I 

;      frcrtiers  of  Missouri  and  Illinois  Territories,  That 

•'      Sritish  Agents  have  been  aureng  the  vVinter  and  stiil 

;      are  engaged  an-ongst  the  Indians,  on  the  Mississippi 

I      and  Illinois  Rivers,  and  at  Prairie  de  Chien  and  Chicago 

is  c-rtain 

i  am  with  great  Respect  Sir  Your  Obdt  Servt. 

';  D  Bisse)  I  Colo. 

Cornmdg   District 

',     The  Honble. 

1. 

!    The  Secy  of  .Var 

'     Washington  City 


Elvii-ade 

riandolph  County 

Illinois  Terby 

April  12.   Iul3 
Gir 

"Jithii  a  few  days  past  several  confidential  argents  tnat  v/c  have  hiiad 
in  different  paints   of   the   Indian   country  for  a  conoideraLle  tl'v.  have 
reoumed  bringin-;  v/ith  tnerr.  a   .jreat   deal  of  ii.iportant  inforj-r;ation. 
Their     reports  are  lengthy  and  ninuce   out  I  have  only  tiiae  to   extract 
from  then  the  follov;ing  particulars. 

The  Indians   uho   formerly  lived  a'oout  reoria  aviu  on  th'.s   side  of  it 
soon  af cer  our  ex^^edition  against  then  last  fall  removed  to   Btireau 
river  (v/hich  enters  the   Illinois  60  lailes  above  Peoria)  v;here  they 
erected  a  stronj  fortification  consisting  of  five  lont--  block  houses,    around 
Ty'hioh  trees   are   cut  dovm  aiiLi   ohick -puncheoiis   so   arrariged  as  to  ;,;ake   a  g 
complete  breastoT.kk  v/ith  port  holes  judiciously  disposed.      It  is 
situated  at  the  point  oi  a  hixl  —  a  large  ilarsh  in  front  —  the  river 
in  the   rear  of  it  and  approachable  only  with  any  kind  of  faciii\:.y  on  one 
side  where  the  passage  is  narro".v  —  'fwo  of  our  agents  remained  a.t  ti;i5 
place  several  v/eeks  and  oaiy  left  it     fifteen  days  ago.      They  wore  there 
iiiformed  that  ten  ba.rrels  of  :  o..der  sent  by  the   Briuish  had  arri\^ed  at 
the  souther-,  cxbreiriity  of  Lake  liichigaji  as  a  present  to  the  Fottov.'ot ucr;ie3, 
hickaixios  V.'innehagoes  Fallsavoines  Sauks  C:  Foxes,    and  that   u  .e   Black 
Patridge   (a  distirig-uished  Potto wottoirde  Ciiief-i;-  had  received  two 
barrels   for  his  share. 

That  after  the  battle  of  llassasinawa  the  Prophet  o!;  his  party 
Icf-:;  the  '.Tabash,  went   to  Detroit  a  a  have  not  returned.      That  hain 
.oque   stated  that  ehe  iuvierican  had  enquired  after  hLT.  and  wished  to 


,  ,k>// 


figh     hirr.,   that  i'le  had  accepted  'ohe  cnallente  but  vro^alu  first  .-o  to 
Detroit  Tor  cannon  —  That  the  ind;Lajis   "cno^ally  stated  that  the 
v.-ar  v/as  onj.y  ::oing  to  commence  this  nromaer  —  that  they  v;ou.ld  cor.e 
dovrn  and  surprize  our  mounx/Cd  ...en  v/ho  vrere   constantly  hunting  Tor 
them.      They  had  latterly  hela  a   council,   the  object  of  v.'hich  v/as  to 
ask  the  british  to    send  them  provisions   in  a  vessel  to  Chi   ,,;o  to 
last  the;,  for  12  m^onths. 

Those  a.^ents  also  met  with  some  Sauks  irom  the  "..assisipi^i  by 
ivhoi..  they  v;ere  ii^iormed  that  the  Sauks  Foxes  and  lov^ays  were  divided 
part  beiii;^  for  war  I'Jlth  the  U.   S.    and  part  Tor  peace.      Tant  the 
'.Tnite  Pigions  son    'a  Pottovrottomie)  had  been  a.:.ong  the:.  ';?SMi  —  tl:at  t/.e 
axitish  v.'ere  eeady  to  supply  the..,  v/ith  aiixiujiition  clo'ohing  L 
provisions,   that  if  they  woulu  not  unite  in  the  war  'ohey  vroul     be  cons ido red 
as  Aiaericai'is  and  that  other  Indians  i  the   British  v.'ould  comxience 
war  upon  them.. 

Those  agents  also   sav;  Yfnite  Kair    'a  Pottovrattomde  chief-;;-  on  his  return 
from,  the  Sauk  Gair^ps  on  the  I.assisippi  by  vj-;  o;;.  they  were  inforrued 
"ohat  the  SaUivo  had  employed  one   a-isbois  a  trailer  to  w^rite  a  letter  for 
them  to  the  British  at  Detroit,     that  Lagotree  aiiother  trader  was  the 
interi^reter,   that  he  (VHiite  Hair)  v;as  the  bearer  of  saia  letter  and  v.'as 

on  i.is  way  to  Detroit  vmither  he  haa  been  invited  to  receive  presents 
as  a  rewara  for  having  killed  Captn.  V/ells  last  year  at  Gi.ica  o.     Ti.ey 
were  also  inforr.-.ed  that  Dickson  went  to  Lower  Canada  last  fail  and  ".vas 
exoected  to  arrive  at  Praire  de  Chien  last  i.onth.      That  it  v.-as 
probable  that  the  In  .ians  wcvld  ;.:ake  con",  ■..iiere  they  made  it;  last  year. 

That  the  parby  that  has  infested  our  frontier  for  some  tire  past 
wore  principally  Lickapoos  headed  b"  a  chief  called  the  Little  De-jr 


That   b];o.;c   lildi^:^s  arc  vev>-  inch  enrajed  „  .-'.re  detoiT;ine.i  to  do  ail  the 
r  icchi'-r  the--  ca:;. 

J>:.ct  aVo-'t  the  f '  e  t"r.er;c  ver.  1  a t  bureau  rivor  tlic  Indian.-:  had 
Gont  out  r"i\viQ-.--3  to  collect  all  tlieir  r:r.ivioi'S  --  a  ';  it  xr>  prohahlo 
th<;ir  intc.-.ticn  rs."  be   to   strihe   so:;C   ";'lov/  l^Diorc  they  separate. 

hr  rlondoau  sub  ajent  to  the  LiauI:G  and  i'o::es  has  Icon  in   uhc 
Indian  Gounti--'  on  the  :  issisippi  irci  the  li;  oi"  Feb  y  till  the  Tirst  or 
this  ;  :onth  \men  he  ret-anied  to  bt  Louis  —  ^bout  the  Uth  oi'  ,.;arch  h.e  vjas 
iniorriied  ^jy  the  Sauks   and  Foxes   that  thie   Za-itish  hiad  sent  for   ohe. ,  to   ro 
to  i-.hica;^o  to  get  powder  .":c.   and  threatened  the;,  -that  if  they  would  not 
declare  open  vjar  ajjainst  the  ilinericans  they  (the  British)  ;vculd  set 
g.il  tne  surro-onding  nations  of  Inaians  upon  them  —  That  the  Siou:-: 
declared  it  vj^as  time  to  nake  \mr  ■  pon  the  Americans  and  urive  t'.ie:;.  oiT 

their  lands, 

'•L'hat  they  had  received  tv.'o  pipes  fro:.,  the  Siou..  &  others  accc...-;anied 
vath  talks  in  v;hich  they  vrere  inl'orraed  that  the  Indians  ao  Praire  de  Chier 
had  received  from  Dickson  at  Llacanac  ten  jjieces  of  stroudin^^  and  a 
prcportio  ate  q-oantity  of  other  articles,  that  they  were  to  collect 
together  at  the  Praire  there  v/ait  his  arx-ival  v.'h.ich  v,-o"dld  be  early  in 
the  spring  and  then  they  were  altogether  to  liake  a  descent  upon  6t 
Louis  and  other  places  in  all  which  the  Saulvs  and  Po::es  v.'ere  invited  to 

cooperate  —  ana  they  informed  i.Ir  Blondeau  that  they  v;ere  afraid  tlic 
naticiis  above  would  force  thei..  to  declare  war  against  the  Acricans,/ 
and  requested  o"ar  support. 

On  the  10th  1  larch  another  deputation  froK  the  Kiciiapoos  a:\d 
Po-c."c.owottoiriies  of  Illii.oisn  river  arrived  anong  their,  inviting  the.  to 
go  to  Chicago  to  get  ainmu.-ition  e:c  and  ini'onning  the;,  that  their  Pritish 
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father  v;as  iinpatient  to  see  the^i  — 

lie  v;as  a.i.so  inionned  a  fe-a   days  'oefore  his  arrival  at  St  Louis 
i-hat  a  v/ar  party  from  Rock  river  was  on  ios  \Tay  to  attack  the  l.issisippi 
settlenients  ?:.   do  ail  the  i.iischief  thoy  could. 

By  ever-.'  other  account  thtt  has  been  received  for  a  long  tii.ie 
past  it  appears  that  all  the  Indians  'Jest  of  Lake  I.^ichitjan  and  on  the 
Illiiioisn  and  I.iissisippi  rivers  'except  the  Sauks  <!z   -oxes)  have  joir:ed 
the  hostile  confederacy. 

Of  the  Saulcs  and  i'bxes  it  is  adinioted  that  a  part  is  for  v.'ar  ar^d 
a  part  for  peace.  But  I  give  it  as  my  decided  opinion  that  they  v;ill 
all  soon  ce  against,  us. 

Tliey  are  threatened  by  the  British  and  Indians  v/ith  war  if  they  do 
not  join  them  —  vmile  ever  y  other  measui'e  used  to  engage  c.he;.i  — 
Operated  upon  as  they  must  be  by  the  double  motive  of  rev.-ard  ana  personal 
safety  xie   cannot  exoecL  them  to  bei.^ain  firm  in  our  interest  while  ".ve 
neither  assiime  a  warlike  attitude  to  inspire  them  with  fear  nor  ca-'ry 
on  intercourse  ana  trade  with  them  to  conciliat,e  oheir  affections.  In 
fact  we  are  do in  no  one  thing  calculated  to  counteraco  the  exertions  c 
the  British  and  therefore  I  conclude  those  exertions  dcannot  fail  of  eventual 
success. 

Supposiiig  tiiose  Indians  to  be  hostixe  it  is  not  saf  e  to  calculate 
their  going  to  lialden  —  All  accounts  that  have  bee-,  received  since  last 
fall  concui'  in  proving  their  intention  to  attack  this  qua.ter.  Those 
accounts  have  been  so  numerous  c;  uniform  and  so  far  so  well  corroto  ated 
that  it  begins  I  think  to  be  tiiae  to  believe  ther.. 

Going  from  the  ilissisippi  to  Laleii  they  must  go  either  by 
Llacanac  or  Chicago,  the  distance  itself  would  mal:e  a;",  ins&^eraile 


objection  to  tlicir  going  Y/ethcr  in  any  lar^e  body  an;i  leaving  their 

v;or.'.en     f.-.  cliildi-en  exposed,   and  indeea  if  svich  v/ere  their  intention 

they  v.'ould  Goon  change   it  if  an  arri.y  -.vcre  to  i.iarch  in  tlieir  ov.n  country. 

Our  frontier  continues   to  be  ver;,^  ir.uch  harrassed  by  the  Savages. 
V'e  have  no  hien  here  but  those  -.vho  have  be  n  raised  in  the  territory 
except  a  s   all  party  ivith  a  Lieut  at  Ft  Russel.      I  have  not  hea.'u  fron 
or  Seen  Colo  Paissel,    I   have  tiie   cor.imana  of  the  vol^anuec-rs  that  I  h.--.ve 
raised  and  iiave  as  hard  a  duty  as  I  believe  ever  fell  to  the  lott  of 
any  ii.an.      I  have  not  seen  luy  faiiiily  for  seven  months —  and  I  fear  I 
have  licule  prosspect  of  that  happiness  unless  the  territory  shortly 
gets  some  aid. 

I  have  called  in  the   Kaskaskia  Indians     it  being  dangerous  both 
to  them  oc  the  people  of  the   ly  to  ponrii-o  them  to  support  themselves  by 
hunting  and  I  am  conseouently  compelled  to  support  them  at  the  _-iU..lic 
expence . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Ver;:,^  respectfully  Sir  Yr  Llo  Obdt  St 
Ninian  Edivards 
The  Konble. 
Jolin  ArmiStrong 
Secy  of  V.'ar 
Vi'ashington  City, 

P.S.   Since     vrriting  the  above  I  have  reed  the  enclosed  copy  of  a 
letter  fron  l.ir  Roe,   a  worthy  inan,  ^  good  agent,  vhio  i-as  been  upv.'-aras  of 
30  years  interpreter  to  the  Sioux,     the  letter  is  decisive.     M.S. 


,/  Cleaveland  Ohio 

12th.  Apl.  1813 

8  O'clock  P.M. 
Sir, 

A  report  has  just  reached  us,   of  a  skirmish  having  t^en  place,  on 
iriday  last,  near  the  rapids,  between  a  small  party  of  Indians  i:  a  detacht. 
froia  the  Garrison  —  Sotie  of  the  Indians  v^ere  Killed—  the  survivers 
dispersed.  I  give  the  report  as  I  reed,  it  -without  being  able  to  vouch  for 
its  correctness  —  and  am.  Sir,  Yr.  Obt.  Servt. 

'■^^h.  J.  Jessup 

Capt.  7th.   In 
The  Hon.  John  Armstrong 
Sscy»  of  'JJar  — 


MM^/^///, 


\jV>^  .  Franklinton  12th.  April  l8l3 

Sir 

Four  nen  have  arived  at  i-'o-t  Lleigs,  who  state  that  the   British  and  their 
Indian  Allies  are  Liaking  preparation  to  attack  that  post.     GelJ..  Harrison 
v/ould  leave  ^t.  llary's   or  Amanda  on   the   9th  and  descend  by  water  v/ith  a  fleet 
of  Zoats  i:  perogues  laden  v.'ith  stox-es   and  provisions  —  the  efficient  force 
at  F  L'eiss  v.'ith  the   info  nation  they  possess  of  the  Ener.ies   intentions  forbids 
a  belief  that  they  will  be  able  to   reduce  that  post,    even  should  the 
Corniuander  in  Chief  fail  in  arivin-^  there  —  But  my  Good  Sir  I  have  ver^'  great 
fears   for  upper  and  lower  Sandusky;   for  I  am  deeply  impressed  v;-it..  a  belief 
that  the  real  object  of  the  Enemy  is  to  attack  one  or  "Doth  those  posts,  which 
they  can  ^aken  in  a  few  Hours  —  there  not  being  more  than  about  UO  or  pO 
effective  r.en  at  the  upper,   the  force  at  the  lov/er  is  unknovm  to  me  but 
apprehend  eq-oally  inconsiderable^:-  ^Mif   ["^W-  an  this  moment  informed  there 
are  200  men  at  lower  Sandusky  — ] 

I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  you  this   infomation ,  and  to   suggest 
the  e:-cpeciiency  of  your  hastening  to  Upper  Sandusky,   leaving  such  officer 
as  you  may  select  £o  folloviT  you  v.'ith  such  volunteers  as  can  be  raised  —  There 
is  no  officer  of  experience  at  Sandusky  —  your  presence  there  in  my  opinion 
is  all  important  —  Those  posts    (upper  and  lovrer  Sandusky)  are  more  than 
vulnerable,   and  the  Enemy  can  approach  them  novf  the  Lake   is  clear  of  Ice  vrith 
the  utmost  facility  — 

I  am  at  thi..i  .  oment  much  engaged  sending  off  some  fixed  amunition  to  F. 
Finley  for  two  Go'.r.panies  of  K  Kilitia  now  at  F,  IJcArthur  under  the  Command 
of  L'.ajr.   James  Johnston  — 

I  am  Sir,   respectfully  your  ob.   st. 

James  "^jrrison 
P.SS.      I  have  thought  the  above  inforr;ation  of  sufficient  ir.portance  to 
Justify  miy  finding  an  Express  to  you  —  who  is  iiistructed  to  ride  day  ' 
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Ili'jht  perhaps  the  2ner.:y  nay  attack  Cleveland  T;here  Yie  have  consicierabl 
stores  oi"  grain  ^  provisions  —  I  am  satisfied  their  ocject  is  not  'S  Llcigs 

Bri^;adur  Ganl. 
Duncan  UcArthur 
Chillicothe 


Lex.  (K)  13th.  April  i£l3 
D  Sir 

111  consequence  of  what  passed  in  your  Departmt.  vjith  r.e,  Dr. 
Ridgley,  the  Contractor  for  supplying  the  troops  of  ohe  U,  States 
the  ensuing  year,  in  K.,  is  about  to  draw  for  v8000.  in  aUvaiice,  to 
enable  him  to  niake  those  preparations  requisite  to  ensure  the 
certainty  of  the  Supply.  Independent  of  what  was  stated  to  r,e  at  your 
office  as  to  the  practice  of  making  advances,  and  as  to  what  wo^ald  b^ 
done,  in  this  particular  case,  the  necessity  of  public  assistance  in 
these  large  contracts  is  quite  obvious;  and  I  hope  therefore  he  -.vill 
meet  yixth   no  disappointment  in  the  payment  of  his  drafts.  }.:y  sole 
motive  for  givin.  you  the  trouble  of  perusing  this  letter  is,  that  the 
Dr.  is  ny  neighbour  &  particular  friend,  and  one  in  whose  integrity  I 
have  the  mo  so  unbounded  confidence. 

Yrs 

H.  Clay 

[To  Armstrong] 


^/M//^  'I 


U  i^-----^  Great  Crossing  Scott  County  K.  April  13th     l£l3 

Dear  Sir, 

The  Redgement  of  Houn.ed  Volunteers  authorized  by  you  v;ill  te  ready 

to  take  the  field  by  the  10th  of  Kay,  about  vfhich  ti...e  I  shall  leave  hor.ie 
for  the  City  of  VJasliington  unless   I  should  reveive  marchinj,  orders   through 
you  or  so:,ie  intimaticn  that  the  Red^t.  will  certainly  be  called  into 
service  in  a  short  time.     The  corps  will  be  a  most  effectual  one,  L  nothing 
has  been  better  caMulated  to  keep  unbroken  the  public  spirit,   than  the 
raising  a  Redgt  of  men  of  talents,  property,  public  spirit  k  who  could  not 
serve  their  country  in  any  other  way.     It  was  for  active  offensive  operations 
that  I  requested  to  organize  the  Corps  St.  it  is  for  vigorous  invading  purposes 
that  the  men  have  volunteered  their  services  —  For  the  end  of  protection  ^ 
for  defense  I  know  provision  has  been  made  with  a  more  permanent  &  less 
expensive  force  near  the  places  to  guard  &c  defend  — 

In  the  event  of  a  vigorous  expedition  against  Lialdin  Detroit  icc  or  in 
case  of  an  expedition  to  the  Guisconsin  the  Counted  Redgt  would  be  betoer  than 
three  thousand  men  on  foot,  taking  into  vievf  the  men  (i  the  nature  of  t;:e 
force.     In  case  of  such  events  alone  would  I  be  justified  in  being  absent  fron 
even  an  extra  session  ££  Congress,  which  is  worse  then  useless  —  nor  would 
the  Redgement  be  anxious  to  engage  in  any  other  kind  of  service;   Indeed  I  am 
certain  you  intended  them  for  no  other  pupposes  in  which  case,  v;hen  they  sh^U 
be  employed  if  beofre  I  go  to  the  Extra  Session,  or  after  I  have  even 
arrived  at  the  City,   I  s  ould  most  certainly  join  them  without  delay.      I  have 
given  you  this  view,   that  you  may  befriend  me  mth  an  ans^ver  to  this  the 
first  snil  after  this  is  reed  by  you.      It  is  therefore  indispensible  for  me  to 
knov/  v/hether  such  force  will  be  assigned  to  general  Harrison  as  to  autiiorise 
a  campaign  into  the  Enimies  Country  (Scc  ic       If  so  I  pres'ume  no  doubt  v.'ill 
exist  as  to  the     propriety  of  calling  for  the  Llounted  Redgement.     If  this 
campaign  should  be  practicable  &  determined  on,  when  iS  it  probable  th^at  it 
v/ill  open.     If  such  a  canpaign  should  be  considered  impracticable  or  improper 
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on  account  of  expence  or  any  other  consideration,   then  I  presume  Genl. 
Harrison  v/ill  act  on  the  defensive  ^  "we  siiall  not  be  wanted,   except  in  case 
of  some  unforeeen  emergency  —  in  which  case  the  Redgt  v^ill  alv/ays  'oe  ready 
in  my  absence  to  march  under  the  comicand  of  Lt.   Col.   Jai;ies  iJohnson  r.y  Brother 
of  this  place  —  I  have  also  written  to  Oenl,  Harrison  on  this   subje.t  L  if  an^ 
ccmmunication  shall  be  made  v.-hich  ought  not  to  be  divulged  it  reamins  v/ith  me. 
The  Corps  does  not  wish  to  march  without  your  express  authority,   as  they  might 
not  be  paid  for  their  services  —  I  feel  much  anxiety  in  getting  a  letter  by 
the  first  of  ilay  or  early  in  it, 
Xour  friend  k  sevt 

Rh,  M,   Johnson 
[To  Irmstrong] 


I  -;  V  .  Vincennes,  he.  13th  April,   1513. 

Sir,        ^ 

The  contractors  tx)at  previous  to  my  arrival  here  left  this  for^.t  fort 
Eai-risor,   she  v;as  attacked  on  her  v.'ay  up  and  beaten  back,  v;ith  the  loss  of 
tv.'0  soldiers.   Killed  arid  four  v;ounded,   I  proceed  iinmediately  to  have  tv/o  boats 
fortif yed  as  proof  against  soall  arm's,   and  sent  ti.em  up  again,    I  also   sent 
up  a  detaclMent  of  rani_,er's  to  attack  on  ttoir  rear  should  they  a^ain  attack 
our  boats,  raien  the  boats  arrived  near  the  same  place,   the  Indian's  shelved  then 
selves  in  force  to  the  boats  at  the  distance  of  three  quarters  of  a    mile,   the 
boats  moved  up  in  order,  I'jlien  the  Indian's  Commenced  a  fire,   in  returii  a  fire 
was  kept  up  by  our  L.en  and  forced  tr.eir  way  through  the  danger^   However 
the  contractor's  boat  by  some  means  took  the  allarm,   and  contrary  to  the  or  ers 
of  the  Coranariding  officer,  who  was   in  the  other  boat  teturned,      the  water 
was  spread  so  compleatly  over  the  bottom's  that  the  ranger's  could  not 
act:   hovrever  the  one  boat  forced  up  to  the  garrison  and  carried  on  the  necessary 
relief,      I  have  recently  sent  up  another  boat  well  fortifyed,   and  also  a 
detachment  of  the  U.  States  rangers,   on  boath  sides  the  vrabash  river,  wo.ild 
thank  them  to  iialce  another  attack  on  our  boat,   the  rangers  are  to  keep  a 
proper  distance  from  the  river,   so  as  to  be  able   to  hear  the  attack  should  it 
commence.     Lieut.  Llartin  L,   Havfkins,  of  ye.   U  states  Infy,  comiTianded  the  boats, 
and  acquited  hiraself  much  to  ray  satisfaction,   he  is  an  active  young  officer, 
and  deserves  well  of  his  coui:itry  — 

Capt.  Percy [?]  is  v^aiting  here,   to  be   informed  v:hether  or  not  the 
honorable  the  Secretary  of  war  has  received  his  resignation,   forwarded  to 
him  by  mvse  If  last  fall  —  Enclosed  I  forvvard  on  to  you.   Cant.   P. 
Evokes  n.sy|Vesignation  foryour  acceptance,  with  noriiinations  to  officer  the  company 
should  t  e  government  instruct  me  to  have  them  reinlisted. 

Lieut.   Joseph  Brown  stands  as  first,   in  the  company  and  is  v.-ell 
calculated  to  command  a  company  in  any  senfice,   and  am  very  anxious  for  his 


nerr.oticn,   telievin:;  it  woiild  add  much  to  the  benefit  of  said  Service. 
Sariuel  Li  tie,   also  to  be  first  Lieut,  vmo  at  present  fills  the  place  of 
Second  Lieut.     Jiames  Ste\Tart  2d.   Lieut,   and  if  three  Lieuts,   Jamces  S,  Petty 
to  fill   the  place  of  3d.   Lieut,   and  Piere  Leplant  Ensign  — 

I  asi  sorry  to  trouble  you  v/ith  tliis  bisiness  atjjf,^//     the  present,   but  Sir 
it  is  ir:portant  to  this  part  of  the  country,   and  I  believe  several  niore  v;ill 
shortly  resign  in  the  old  company's  — 

I  have  the  h..  nor  to  be  with  high  respect  your  obdt.  Sei^rt  — 
W.   R  sseil  Colo 
7th  &  District  Coirjnandant. 
[To  Armstrong] 


Kasl:asl:ia 

Illiiiois  Terrltoiy 

April  li.  iGl3 
oir 

Last  i.i^jn'o  I  received  a  lcol:.er  I'roi.i  Colo.    Bona  iuj-'oniing  ;  ^e  that 
;,'0U  nau  requesoeu  that   I  SjiiAild  raise  three  coiapanies  of  ranf;era   ^or 
this  tGri'itor7.      I  ..avu  alreat.y  raised  xour  companies   supposin  ;    uhct 
that  iiiany  at  least  would  have   l)een  accepoed.      1  iiad  the  honor  to 
Goimiranicate  to  you  the  tender  oj.'  s  rvice   q-j  Capt.   Jai.ies  E.   ..oore[?j 
Gaptn  3a..;uel  '..'I'liteside  and  Gao&ain  Jacob  ohort  <,';  x,hcir  suGalten^s  c^ 
cor  _  allies  and  I  presmne  i'rom  Golo  Bonds  letter  that  tne  cor.iiilssio/iG 
will  shortly  ai^rive^-i.     t.ese  tlu-ee  coi. .panics  are  accepted  'oj  ii.e  as  .-Lar 
as   I  h;.d  an;-  a-.thorit     to   act. 

Captain  licMenry  has  now  a  coiv.pany  o±  mounted  men  in  service  v.ho 
also  tender  their  services  for  tv/elvc  nontlis  —  but  I  suppose  Troiu  the 
arran.  eiiient  that  has  talrsn  place  t  .ey  cani.ot  be  accepoeu  anu  therefore 
I  shall  dejline  forv'/ardlng     their  tender, 

Ijc  Hempstead  r.'ho  arriVQii  :  '^r^-  lasv  iw^irc  iru.'ci-i.i3  ii.e  that  -Joii:. 
..'urJock  is  raco  i    nde>i  as  a  ha  jr.   to  ta.l:e  go,  iiianu.  of  the  ran^ci's. 
If  that  appointraent  shoi'ld  be  made  I  shall  re;^-rGt  it  very  r.ucii  on  the 
public  acco-'ait  for  I  laiow  he  is  unqualified  for  it  in  ever;'  point 
of  vievf  and  I  pledge  myself  officially  or  othcr.Yise  to  prove  to  -''ou  t>iat 
he   is  ^Ui.vcrthy  of  it.      In  my  e^rpedition  last  year  I  ^ave  hi:;:  the 
command  of  a  Jjattallion  —  upon  the  m.arch  his  condu.:t  v/as  so  e:;cGpti<'nab: 
in  violating  .ositive  orders  that  he  vi'as  arrested  oy  Golo  Ii:..3sel  —  In 
our  act  ck  upon  the  principal  Tovm  at  the  h.ead  of  leoria  Lake  —  ..e 
vras  ordorod  to  ;..ain  tixC  left  flank  of  tlic  ei;ci?y  anu  for  that  pui'pcse  tc 
leave  t..e  I'ov.':i  ot  his  left  —  he  aisre^arded  the  v;;,ole  arran,';ei  .ont  — 
and  left  his  battaili.:n  and  v/hen  I  ordered  him  to  foi'm  it,   his  reply  ivas 


that  i.e  b.ad  c\it  tv;o  ir.cn  vj-itji  hi^.i  —  TIi'J.jG  tiiin;;G  are  e  on,;!;   cut  I 

stand  pled^;ed  to  prova  r.iOTc  to  yoti.      1  an  no  encirr  to  this  iiiaii  —  ""^.i 

ever:-"  r.i?.:i  upon  the   expedition  l-aie'vr  /;  ji'eit  lij.c  inproper     condu.';t  anu  -oiider 

such  circuiaGtances  I  t|rink  his  proir.otioji  injus     ce  to  othero.      1  dio. 

net  intend  to  recorr.end  any  inan  imless  co.iled  on  -ox-  that  purpoce,    hut 

I  x'eel  it  ray  d..'.ty  to  reir.onstrate  a  s  respectfully  as    ooi'.siule  a,::air.3t 

fills  appointr.ent  and  v;lll  noi.    reconircend  aiiother  r/hose  :v.erits  and  ciaL.  s 

oi'  every  description  are  superior,     -lajr  hcnjainin  Stephenson  last  y^ar 

co::j;.ar.ded  che  cov.ranieo  of  Gapx.ains    .ooi-e  ",7ni-,eside  £:  Short  v.-ho  imve 

tendered  their  services,       he  v;-as  recoianendcd  by  t..eu  —  he  disch_r--ed 

his  duty  ^/ell,   novi  commands  i.:  has  i'or  soi.:e  tiiiie  past  cci.x-.aiidcd  tiio:.o 

co/upanieS;,  he  lias  had  consiaerable  o:o.-erience,    is  or.  excellent  dis ciplinarian i ? . 

a  riost  vforthy  brave  &  respectable  nan,  i  is  in  every  respect  v;ell 

acquainted  v.ath  all  the  details  of  his  duty  —  Ho  one  ca.i  deny  his 

superior  qualifications,   every  one  v;ho  has  teen  in  service  v/ith  me  - 

v;ill  testify  to  them' —  and  I  have  no  aesitation  in  sajring 

ohe  officers  J;  soldiers  would  prefer  him.     I  do  not  object  to  tae  one 

appointment  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  tii     other  —  for  I  have  never 

been  applied  to  reca.im.end  otebhenson  —  nor  does  he  eyroect  it  of  re  — 

out  objectin,f]:  as  I  do  i'l-ora  motives  of  .  u  -lie  pood  to  the  apDointraent 

of  Oiie,    I     have  lelt  it  my  dut;/"  to  name  another  against  whom  no 

possible  ob.-jectioii -iC:p;,t^d  can  or  will  be  rjade  by  anyone.     Stepel^ason 

is  the  brother  'of  the  late  member  of  Congress  of  that  name  from 

Virga,  —  lie  is  sherriff  of  this  county  and  my  bri^-ade  I'a.jr.  and 

v/ithout  his  assistance  I  do  not  knovir  liovf  I  shd  have  hitherto  been  able 

to  manage  the  militia.  ''  '•■"■- 

I  have  sione  my  duty  —  and  am. Very  respectivilly  Sir  Yr  ho  Obdt  St 
■■     •  .  •I'inian  Bdivards 


\]  \\^  Chillicothe  April  llith  1813 

Dear  Sir, 

From  "the  ver;'"  franlc  and  candid  Lianner,   in  which  I  v;as  received^   the 
few  ir.omen-ts,   I  had  the  honor  of  vaiting  on  you,   has   induced  irie  to  address  you, 
v/ith  perhaps,   too  little   reserve.      I  trust  however,    that  my  motives   cajinot  be 
impeached,  which  I  hope  v;ill  plead  my  apology, 

I  mentioned  in  my  last,   that  I  was  ordered  to  the  "aimi  iiapids  by  C-enl 
Harrison  who  is  now  on  his  vray  to   that  place,   but  says  he  cannot  remain  there 
longer  than  he   can  get  an  United  States   Brigr.   Genl  to  take  the  command.     I 
purpose  seting  out  for  that  post  tomorrow  unless  my  orders  are   coxmter- 
manded.     Since  I  reed,   recruiting  instructions,    I  have  used  every  exertion 
to  for.Tard  that  business. 

Genl.  Cass  informed  fce  that  the  government  contemplated  exchanging 
all  prisoners  of  v:ar,  who  would  again  engge  in  the  service  of  the  U.S. 
consequently,   several  of  those  Captains  and  Subalterns  vj-hich  I  have  appointed, 
and  who  are  novir  recruiting  men,  under  the  act  of  Jany  29th.   are  of  those 
officers  who    v;-ere  surrendered  at  Detroit.     A  list  of  their  names  you.  vn.ll 
receive  inclosed.     In  a  letter  lately  received  from  Genl.   James  Taylor,    dated 
Tpi^lTUiHf  2.t  the  City;   he  expresses  doubts  as  to  the  exchange  of  any  of  the 
prisoners  surrendered  at  Detixiit.     As  both  the  character  of  the  government 
and  of  individuals,  may  be  considered  deeply  interested  in  this  question  I 
beg  sir,   that  you  will  lose  no  time  in  giving  me  correct  information  on  tr^ 
subject,   and  say  if  you  please  how  far  we  may  go  on  with  the  appointments 
and  enlistments  of  those  surrendered  at  Detroit. 

I  Some  time  since  took  the  libert  /  dio  mention  my  apprehentions  with 
respect  to  our  militar;;,'-  stores  on  the  frontier,  particuiarrly  f.iose  at  the 
Sanduskies.     I  nov;  inclose  you  a  letter  which  I  this  moment  received  by 
express  from  I-lajor  I.Iorrison.      I  shall  endeavour  to  raise  some  mounted 
volunteers  to  go  to  Sandusky  for  a  few    weeks  —  but  this  is  so  busy  a  season 
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and  the  v/aters  so  very  high  that  I  doubt  veiy  much  of  success. 

There  is  as  yet  no  information  reed,  on  the  subject  of  Clothing]; 
for  tne  26th  Regt.,  no  copy  of  the  contract  for  the  state  of  Ohio,  nor  is 
there  any  regulations  made  for  the  supply  of  the  recruits^  X-iilst  on  the 
subject  I  be2  leave  to  assure  you  sir,  tloat  the  principal  place  of  rendezvous 
for  the  26th  Re^t.   vrould  be  much  more  convenient  at  Chillicothe,  or  'Jr'oana 
than  at  Zanesville,  as  the  former  places  are  within  the  district  of  coui-.try 
v.-here  it  is  contemplated  to  raise  said  regir.ent,  whilst  the  latter  place  is  not 
withiJi  UO  or  50  miles  of  any  part  of  it.  there  is  also  abundant  supplies  of 
provision  already  collected  on  the  Scioto  and  lliami  wliilst  lluskingum  will 
scarcely  afford  supplies  for  the  27th  Regt. 

I  shall  leave  Lieutl  Col.  Lucas  here  to  attend  to  the  recruiting  sei^ice 
in  my  absense,  with  directions  to  pay  out  money  to  the  recruiting  officers,  as 
the  service  may  require 

Any  instructions  which  may  be  to  him  at  this  place,  will  be  foivrarded 
immediately 

Dear  sir,  I  am  very  respectfully  yours 

Duncan  Lie  Arthur 
Tl-e  lion.  John  Armstrong 
Secretary  of  war 
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Post  A\ar<ed  April    I?,    1813: 

No.   J4.9.  H<;aci  Quarters  N.   W,   Army 

Camp  Meigs    (Miami    Rapids) 

Sir 

i  arrived  here  on  the  morning  of  the  12th.  Inst.,  having  cecendea 
the   Auglaize  and  A\Iami  Rivers  with  all  the  Troops  that  I  durst  take  from 
the  Forts  in  that  direction.  Major  Stoddara  who  comnanaea  here  for  some 
days  peeviously  to  my  arrival  informed  me  that  he  had  cDmmunicated 
to  the  Aj^t.  General  son-e  recnnt  information  he  had  received  respecring 
the  desinns  of  the  enemy  upon  this  oost.   1  have  no  reason  to  oDubt  the 
correctness  of  the  accounts  he  had  received,  indeied  thoy  are  coroborated 
by  a  number  of  circumstances. 

I  found  on  my  arrival  here  that  Gen  I .  Leftwitch  had  oone  little  or 
nothing  rov.ard  c  mpleting  the  defenses  of  the  post  —  Major  Stoddart  had 
however  employed  himself  very  actively  after  the  Command  devolved 
upon  him  --  and  since  my  arrival  the  whole  of  the  Troops  have  been 
engaed  in  finishing  the  olo  v/orks  and  erecting  new  ones  amongst  the 
latter  are  an  earthen  Parapet  (nearly  completeo)  round  the  whole  Camp 
ana  several  New  Sod  Batteries  —  in  aadition  to  those  which  were  laia 
cown  in  the  plan  which  I  had  the  honor  to  forwara.   A  Grand  Traverse 
across  the  whole  Caap  and  a  few  additional  Counter  Guards  will  rencer 
..II  the  efforts  of  the  enemy  unavailing.   I  pledge  my  self  to  defenc  it 
ro  the  last  extreamity.   To  day  or  to  morrow  I  shall  be  reinforcec  by  a 
part  of  the  Kentucky  Troops.  The  whole  must  be  considerably  acvanced 
and  will  shortly  join  me.  As  the  enemy  are  known  to  have  several  parties 
of  Inrjans  out  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  the  vail  at d   may  very 
probably  succeed  altho'#  it  is  guarded  by  a  Detachment  of  Dragoons,  1 
shall  wait  for  a  safer  opertunity,  which  will  occur  in  a  few  days  to 
communicate  some  further  Information.  When  the  Law  for  raising  12 
months  volunteers  was  in  force  I  authorised  a  A*r.  McFarlanc  to  raise  a 
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company  of  Artillery  having  been  furnished  with  Diank  corr.mi  ss  ions  for 
that  purcose.   He  had  recruitea  Thirty  Men  before  the  idw  was  repealed  and 
having  exnonoea  a  gcoo  deal  o-f  money  and  Manifested  much  Zeal  for  the 
service  I  profnised  him  a  Captaincy  in  one  of  the  Nov;  Regimont-o,   I  shall 
be  gratified  to  have  tris  promise  fulfilled.   I  believe  him  to  be  v;orthy 
of  the  arpoinrment . 

I  have  received  no  Letter  from  you#  later  than  the  lyth  ultimo 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  respect  Sir  yr,  Hb.  '::,er'^f, 
Vi/i  1  Im  Henry  Harr  ison 
Honb,  John  Armstrong  Esq, 
becty  of  War 


5^C 

^  ^ Chilicothc  April  l6th  ia3 

Sir 

I  Y.-as  favo-ored  with  your  letoer  of  7th  inst.   an^  thank  ycu  for  the 
i.-.i'orr.ation  it  contains.     The  co;  pany  of  Rangers  lately  disrissed  are 
generally  my  neirhboiirs  and  I  had  forEed  a  very  different  opinion  of  chc 
fror.  that  given  by  genl  Harrison.     The  Capt.is  a  ]?rigadier  Genl  in  tho  hilitia 
and  lives   about  a  mile  and  one  half  from  me  {^Mi?i'l^ui?^iiwM'ri?li?Mi?fi'ir  and  is  one 
of  the  oldest  sectlers  in  the  country  and  much  respected.     He  requests  :;.e  to 
send  you  a  copy  of  his  discharge.     You  say  "To  him  (Gen  H)   is  corL-.dtted  the 
defence  of  yo"jr  fronter  —  If  his  ovm  posts  are  ir^intained  you  will 
be  secure"     This  does  not  follov/.      If  you  vn.il  cast  yo^or  eye  on  the  map  of 
the  state  you  will  see  that  the  line  of  posts  in  the  direction  of  the  rapids 
from  cur  froaticrs  are  not  calculated  to  defend  it  from  savage  depe;rdation 
and  that  the  whole  country  from  Laronies  west'ivardly  to  Vincennes   is  entirely 
e::posed.     I  am  pers-oaded  too  that  you  v,'ill  agree  with  me  th^t  garrisons  v.-htire 
the  troops  perform  only  garrison  duty  are  poor  safe  guards  to  a  frontier  from 
indian  depdrdation.      I  took  the  li  erty  of  stating  to  ycu  in  the  letter  I 
v.rote  you  on  that  su  ject  a  few  days  before  I  left  the  City  the  Kind  of 
defence  which  in  my  opinion  unites  sa.'ety  and  economy. 

I  regret  much  the  present  state  of  thin^vs  you  will  be  informed  be_oi'e 
this   reaches  yo     of  the  apperhensions  of  invasion  by  the    British  u  Indians 
up  the  iandusky.     The  object  sai^  to  be  the  supplies   coUecced  at  that  river, 
A  heavy  draft  has  taken  place  —  on  the  malitia  of  this  part  of  the  country 
a^  the  very  moment  they  are  engaged  putting  in  their  sprin     crops.     I  airi 
aware   tliat  you  have  jo^xr  hands  full  i:  will  not  state  many  thin  s  which  perhaps 
you  knov/  already.     If  you  do  not  you  ought       I  siiall  see  you  soon  ii  can 
then  tell  you  —  Vifill  you  do  me  the  favour  to  say  whether  Colo  Jar.;es  Dunlap 
•.vill  or  will  not  be  appd  a  major  in  the  Regt  of  Rangers?     I  have  once 
or  taice  been  nigh  asking  the  command  of  the  frontier  —  so  much  do   I  feel 


2 

on  the  subject     I  learn  the  recruiting  bOes  on  well.     V.'ith  much  e:;ueei-.-  L 
respect 

T  Vi'orthinston 
[To  Amstron:;] 


tsV 


•J 

IIo.  ^0  Hoad  Quarters  Camp  !..'ei,2S 

B  17th  April  1813 

Six 

I  musr     eg  yovl  to  believe  that  I  would  not  disobey  any  order  of  yours 
unless   I  vfas   sure  that  my  doin;;   so  v.'ould  inect  your  Approbation  wiien  you 
should  be   informed  of  all  the   circumstances  that  produced  such  disobedience, 
I^V^thing  can  be  more  proper  than  the  refiulatioas  contained  in  your  Letter 
of  the    [blanic  space]  ulto.  on  the  subject  of  calling  out  tne  Militia  and 
Yet  such  vras  m.y  view'  of  the  Critical  Situation  of  our  affairs   in  this 
quart .r  that  T  liave  been  obliged  to  accept  of  companies  from  the  State  of 
Ohio  that  do  not  contain  more  than  Fort     Lien     Indeed  there  is   scarcely  one 
-with  more  than  naif  the  compliment         As  soon  hovrever  ao  I  can   ^;et  them 
together  and  consiilt  Govr.  Meigs  they  shaaj.  be  consolidated.     I     have  the 
honor  to  enoLose  a  copy  of  my  Letter  to  Govr  Shelb  y  of  the  9th.   Inst. 
Having  vfritten  to  you  before  on  the   subject  of  calling  out  those  Troops  — 
There  vj-ill  be  time  enough  to  instruct  tlie   Governor  -  -  should  it  be 
determined  that  they  are  not  to  be  employed  —  before  they  can  be  put  in 
Motion 

The  Enemy  have  not  Yet  made  thier  appearance  but  from  tne   inforration 
received  through  the  Wyandotts  of  Sandusky  they  are  coll  ctin^  a  large 
force  for  the  atoack  of  this  or  some  other  of  our  posts 

John  3.  V/ills  Esqr.   Judge  Advocate  to  the  army  will  set  out  tomorrow 
for     Franlclinton  —  I  have  mentioned  some  particulars  to  him,  v.'nich  I 
did  not  wish  to  comonit  to  paper  —  and  he  will  have  the  honor  to 
communicate  them  by  Letter  from  that  place  or  Upper  Sandusky 

\Trien  I  arrived  here  I  was  iniormed     by  tiajor  Stoddard  that  he  had 
va-itten  to  the  A^dt.   Genl.  and  given  him  all  the  inx-elli^ence  w.iicli  he  h^d 
received  of  the  iovements  anu   int.entions  of  the  Enemy,   I  have  since  IcaiTit 
however  that  he  forgot  to  mention  that  the   rrit,ish  had  lately  iaunch.ed 
at  :.:alden  a  Vessell  carrying  Eighteen  Guns,  v/hich  was  completly 


equipped  and  reaay  for  a  Voyage  and  that  an  other  of    a'ib  Sane  Size  vras 
nearly  ready  to  be  laiinched. 

The  diffic'cU.ty  oi   procuring  proper  persons  for  Scouts    (Spies  as  they 
are  clj.ed  in  the  V/esoem  Countryi^nd  the  very  exorbiiiant  price  v/hich  "ohey 
dernand  has  nade  it  necessary  to  employ  some  of  the  friendly  Indians  lor  that 
purpose.     I  h^ave  now  witn  me  about  Thirty  and  have  promised  therr.  fifty 
Cents  pr.   day.     Altho  there  is  no  Lav/  authorising  this   I  intended  to 
pay  then  out  of  the  fund  vfhich  Government  has  ai-.vays  put  at  my  disposal  for 
Extra  presents     and  v;hich  yearlv  amounts  to  a  much  lar,";er  Sum  than  Trill 
"oe  given  them.     The  Agent  Mr.   Johnson  vri.ll  have  directions   to  drav;  for 
thier  compensation  in  this  way.     If  there  were  no  other  reasons  for  the 
Emplowient  of  the  friendly  Indians  the  coi-Liidence  in  t'.-.ier  fidelity  vrr^ch 
it    -ives  to  o'ur  ovm  people  upon  the  frontiers  nakes   it  absolutely  necessar;"^ 
I  have  been  -onder  very  great  Apprehentions  that  some  scoundrels  in  the 
Neibhgourhood  of  Piqua  v/ouxd  fall  upon  the  Delav/ares, 

A  fevr  of  our  people  &  Twenty  Indians  are  now  out  in  t^e  direction 
of  the  River  Raisen  for  the  purpose  of  taliiing  a  prisoner  to  gain 
information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  vfith  great  Respect  Yr.  Ob  Sert. 
Y/illn  Henry  Harrison 
Honl  John  Armstrong  Esqr 
Secty  of  Vfar 
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^  Lexington  Apl  17th.  1813 

Sir 

Agreeable  to  the  act  of  Congress  under  which  I  derived  my  appointaent, 
I  have  v;ith  the  advice  of  Llajrs. Trigg  &  ^Ssg^]  proceeded  to  appoint  the 
Captns.  '  Subalterns  and  ordered  them  to  their  recruiting  stations  agreeable 
to  instructions  received  from  the  Adjutant  Genl. 

presuming  as  no  other  officers  has  been  allotted  to  Kentucky  but  Lieut. 
Colo.  Butler  ;.:ajrs.T-rigg  in   Sgiiley   that  they  where  to  be  attached  to  the 
28th  Reg  Infantry  —  I  have  accordingly  laid  off  to  each  Llajr.  his 
recruiting  district  —  Colo.  Butler  has  not  as  yet  reported  himself  to  me 
nor  do  I  knovf  whether  he  accepts  his  appointment 

Anxious  to  see  my  Regt.  completed  I  could  not  wait  longer  for  Lt.  Col. 
Butler,  but  flatter  myself  that  no  appointment  made  by  me  will  be  displeasing 
to  him,  but  on  the  contraiy  will  doubtless  meet  his  perfect  approbation  &  that 
of  my  country  — 

Our  success  in  recruiting  has  conmenced  extreraly  flattering;  tho'  injured 
much  by  Colo.  -..  Johnstons  proposition  to  give  a  Dollar  p  day  for  four 
I&nths  horse  men  —  ''/Theymine  Cavalry  I  could  in  four  weeks  be  in  perfect 
readiness  to  march  to  any  point  ordered,  such  is  the  great  partiality  of 
the  Kentuckians  for  that  Service.  I  find  it  extremly  difficult  in  this 
country  nov;  to  procure  side  arms  Cloths  jlc   for  my  officers  as  there  is  norie 
here  to  'oe  purchased.  I  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  sell  a  Bill  on  your 
dept.  without  much  loss  —  And  therefore  have  not  dravm  on  you  as  yet  having 
private  funds  of  my  onv,  sufficient  as  yet  to  defray  all  expences,  but  suppose 
shall  in  the  course  of  this  week  be  compelled  to  dra-.v  Shall  the  recruiting 
service  proceed  as  rapidly  as  I  expect 
■.ith  respect  your  Obt.  Sert. 

Thos.  Deyr  Owings 
Colo.  28th,  Regt.  Infantry 
The  Honbl./  John  Armstrong/  Secy,  of  TiTar. 


/^//>4^//^//// 


Vri- 


\jv .  Zanesville  April  l8th  l8l3. 

Sir, 

Fron  inionT.at.ion  reed  through  various  channels  ■tr.Qxe   is  reason 
to  apprehend  an  attack  is  meditated  by  the  enemy  upon  some  part  of  o'or 
Territory.   Probably  :>,T)on  Fort  Meigs,  Upper  Sanduslcy  or  Cleaveland, 
The  quantity  of  publick  property  deposited  at  the  tvio   latter  places 
and  the  defenceless  situation,  in  vriiich  they  at  present  are  induces  us 
to  bej-ieve  that  the  expected  blow  v*'ill  fall  upon  one  of  them.  The 
Governor  is  nov;  here  anu  upon  the  requisition  of  Gen.  rla.  risen  is 
ordering  some  lliiitia  companies  to  Sandusl^y,  Should  however  Lhe  eneny 
contemplate  an  attack  upon  Fort  Meigs,  they  will  unquestionably  in  the 
first  instance  throvf  their  Indians  in  ix.s  rear  and  intercept  all 
co:,ii!:unication  between  Gen. .  Harrison  and  the  settled  parts  of  the 
state.   In  that  event  it  vrould  be  impracticable  for  Gen.  Harrison  to 
comjnunicate  other  information  of  his  situation  or  orders  for  reinforce- 
ments Although  I  should  have  no  doubt  of  the  course  to  be  pursued  "ooth 
b  y  Gen.  IJcArbhur  and  myself  and  should  hasten  to  the  scene  of  action 
with  vfhat  forces  could  be  raised,  yet  your  instructions  upon  that  subject 
v.'oula  relieve  me  from  some  anxiety.  The  season  of  the  year  has  arrived, 
vmen  the  Indians  can  carry  on  their  operations  v/ithou^  inconvenience  to 
themselves,  and  when  their  horses  can  be  supported  in  the  woods.  V.'e  se 
to  expect  they  will  make  irruptions  into  our  settlements   The  hai-:e 
is  nearly  navigable.   I  understand  that  publick  property  to  a  very 
large  amount  is  deposited  at  Cleaveland.  By  a  sudden  descena  x,'ae 
Eritish  might  destroy  it  before  there  were  any  possibility  of  procuring 
forces  adeaux.e  to  its  protection, 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  the  multifarious  details  vfhich  require  yovx 
attention  render  it  almost  improper  to  introduce  these  subjects.  But 
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the  probability,  that  Gen.  Harrison  v/ill  not  be  able  to  cor.j.iuriicaua 
ireely  v.'ith  the  state,  and  my  being  left  without  any  pov/ers  but  t.iose 
derived  from  r.y  appointment  n.ust  furnish  lay  apolo^.y.  It  is  'oetter  to 
provide  for  c  ntingencies  ,  which  may  no"0  happen  than  that  they  sho'Lild 
meet  us  unejq^ectealy  and  find  us  unprepared. 

There  is  everj^  probability,  that  the  Regir:.ents  assigned  to  this 
state  vrill  be  enabled  to  raised  the  greater  pai^  of  their  number  v/ithin 

a  short  period,  it  will  be  much  facilitate  the  service  if  the 
men  are  permitted  to  remain  vfithin  the  District,  in  which  t.-.ey  are  raisea, 
until  the  Coi.panies  are  nearly  filled. 

The  recruiting  business  is  not  conducted  in  the  ordinary  manner. 
The  appointment  of  the  officers  is  conditional  And  in  adaition  to  this 

stiumius,  the  I.'iiitia  Regiments  are  musterea  in  succession,  that 
direct  appeals  miay  be  made  to  ~Jae   zeal  and  patriotism  of  our  Citizens, 
But  it  vro-old  aud  greatly  were  to  our  success  vrere  the  anr.s  and  clothing, 
ohe  drUi.13  and  fifes  here  and  v/ere  v;e  permitted  to  for.vard  them  to  the 
different  recruiting  districts.   I  rec'a.  from  t-he  Paysiaster  of  the  Army 
.)8000  for  bounties  and  premiui.iS  and  from  the  Account  i^J:3000  for 
Contingencies.  I  request  that  I  may  be  permitted  to  ,)ay  over  to  the 
Gomdg.  of_'icer  of  the  27th  Regiment  tiiis  money  and  that  his  receipt 
may  exonerate  me  from  that  charge.  It  is  i,. possible  for  me 
personally  to  attend  to  the  expenditure  of  the  money.  UiHess  I  continue 
to  visit  the  different  parts  of  the  State  I  am  apprehensive  tne  recruiting 
business  wouj.d  not  proceed  with  as  much  expedition  as  it  nov*  coes. 

I  recorjaend  Edivard  B  Jackson  as  a  young  m^an  well  q-aaxixied  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  Surgeon's  I.Iate  for  the  27th  Reg-&   He  has 
been  a  toizr  of  duty  in  that  capacity,  and  aas  i-etumed  with  the  esocem 
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of  "b  hose  -.vith  ^;f.\o\\\  he  has  acted 

Ver-/  respectfiaiy,   sir,    I  have  the  honour  to  be  yo  obt  tierrt 
Lew  Gass 


I  v^  ?ranld:ort  April  l8th  1313. 

Sir, 

i  had  the   honour  of  addressinj^  a  letter  to  you  on  the  20th  ".Ito.  in 
..hich  I  stated  the  course  whici.  had  been  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  tnis 
stata  to  reinforce  General  iiarrison  after  the  disaster  at  the  river  Haison, 
had  he  attempted  a  descent  upon  Canada,  as  ^vas  expected;  I  also  inclosed 
you  the  law  and  resolution  of  the  Legislature  on  that  subject,  I  also  infomed 
you  in  that  Letter  that  Genl.  Harrison  had  made  a  requisition  on  this  State 
for  IpOO  infantry  for  the  defence  of  the  fro  tier  pojts  ^   stores  vi-hich  had 
accumulated  at  the  head  of  the  line  'oefore  he  abandoned  the  i  -te  Ganipai.^n,  And 
tiiat  I  had  in  co;. sequence  thereof  Ordered  fifteen  hundred  r.ien  under  the  corx-.arid 
of  Frigadier  General  Green  Clay  to  rendezvous  on  th^  29th  Ulto.  and  to 
proceed  to  C-eneral  Harrisons  head  Quarters  wit:.out  dela  .  Thi-.  Brigade 
inarched  from  George  Tovm  about  the  first  of  this  nonth,  and  I  doubt  not,  are 
at  or  near  their  point  of  destination  by  this  tirr.e, 

I  ncvi   consider  it  my  duty  to  communi  ate  to  you  for  the  iiiformation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  that  I  received  a  letter  of  -he   9th  Inst. 
fron  General  Harrison;  written  from  Ananda  on  the  Auglaize,  in  v/hich  he 
represents  the  fr-  ntier  posts  in  a  perilous  situation,  since  the  discliarge 
of  the  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  Brigades  v.'hich  viere  under  his  command:  and 
GO  -tair.s  a  fiu-ther  r  quisition  on  me  for  at  least  fifteen  hundred  men  to  be 
i;m:;ediately  sent  to  his  Aid  fron  this  State. 

I  I'lave  in  consequence  thereof  issued  my  Orders  for  the  tvro  remaining 
regii..ent,s  consisting  of  about  1^00  ivien,  of  the  detacmaent  Organized  under 
the  law  of  this  State  before  mentioned,  to  rendezvous  on  the  2nd  day  of  llay  at 
George  Town,  and  to  proceed  thence  to  join  G-eneral  Harrison  v/it;:  all  disptac"?. 
Of  the  vi  yi   of  General  Harrison,  and  his  reasons  for  this  step  he  has  no 
doub»  inforr-ied  you  at  large.  —  But  as  I  am  unacquainted  v. it'.:  the  peers 
Corxfided  to  General  Harrison,  particul  rly  as  I  have  lately  heard  ther;.  Galled 
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in  question,   and  as  ^  v/oiold  not  order  one  nan  from  the  State  into  z,ny 
Ser/ice  that  vras  not  strictly  conformable  to  tlie  v/ishes  of  the  President, 
I  Eust  request  ti-iat  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  the  subject  irmediatexy  before 
hiin  x'or  his   a.^^orooation,   ajid  in  the   event  of  his        sapprovini-  of   t.iQ 
inarch  of  the  aforesaid  detachment,   that  you  will  afford  r.e  the  earliest 
inforr.iation  thereof,   that  their  march  may  be  countermanded  before   they  pass 
the  limits  of  ohe  State. 

I  beg  leave  a^:ain  to  Suggest  to  the  preside.".t  the  very  great  advan':,ages 
that  v.-o'ild  result  fr.-<m  putting  a  stop  to  the  intercourse  betiveeu  the  Northern 
and  South--rn  Indians.     Tliatc cinno t  be  effected  'oj  any  other  means  in  my 
opini  n  that  by  establishin,,   a  post  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio;   their 
Common  Pass  way  in  going  to  and  fro.     Zven  siiould  we  ne  able  to  keep 
the  Souther--.  Indian:;  at  Peace  as  a  nation  Yet  there  can  be  no  doubt  but 
that  their  enterprising  young  men,   all-jred  by  the  prospect  of  fame  and  plunder 
will  slip  across  the  Gountrj'-  and  join  their  red  brethren  in  the  ''Orth.     Ix. 
has  been  v;ell  ascertained  that  several  of  the  Creeks  and  other  Southern   Indians 
-.vers  in  the  Action  of  the  22d  January  at  the  river  liaison  and  their  success 
there  v;ill  entice  many  ■.;,ore  if  they  are  not  checked.      It  v;ill  certainly  be 
much     easier  to  erect  such  a  post  Y/hile  vfe  are  at  peace  with  the  Southern 
Indians,   than  to  avj-ait  their  breaking  out.     And  much  I  fear  they  can  not  long 

be  kept  in  peace,   ever;^'  account  from  the  south  T.'estem  fror.tier  of  this  State 
tends  tc   sho-a  great  apprehensions  in  that  qi^arterj   and  in  fact  so  jealous  h^ve 
the-.'  become  of  the  Southern  Indians,      hat  I  an  apprehensive   Bloodshed  v.-ill  be 
the  consequence  of  the  first  Casual  meeting  with  them  in  arr^  on  our  lines. 
A  Garrison  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  v-'ith  some  active  men  to  range 
around  it,  woiild  in  my  ppinion  prove  effectual  —  Their  crossing  places  are 
here  Confined  to  a  narrow  bound 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  veiy  respectfully  Your  Uo  Obt. 

Isaac  ^helby 


3 
P.S.  li  the  President  shall  approve  of  the  nuiiiber[?J  of  t  e  present  detachrient, 
it  will  be  e:rpedient  and  expected,  that  the  troops  receive  the  usual  advance 
of  at  least  one  aontj^s  pay,  before  they  leave  the  state  or  at  Gincinnatti  at 
farthest  —  As  no  arrangemont  have  been  made  by  Gnl  Harrison  on  that  subjecb 
to  ny  knov;-led:ve  &  as  he  cannot  now  be  consulted,  it  is  thought[?]  that  the 
necessary  orders  should  'be  given  by  you. 
The  Honble 
The  Secretary  at  V/ar 


m 
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Kaslraskia 
Illinois  Tcrx-'itory 
April  2.;i  I8I3 
Sir 

The   daii-er  to  which   thio   torrlLory   I.li  exiiocieu  and  the   nuco3:.Lty 
of  assistance    (unless   iu  be  r-reiore..  by  the  ^ovt  to  give   it  uo)   is 
no  lon^-er  a  matter  01  opinion  or  conjecture.     The  I.:aians  continue  to  be 
very  t  rouble  so  r.'.e.      It  is  I  pres-ojue  unnecessary^  to  detail  their  sava  -e  at:rc 
cities  —  They  v^a^Layed  the  i..ail  carrierjip'  &  his  ^iuard  on  the  road  rrc:r. 
this  plac^e  to  the  Ohio,   on  Sunday  last  —  and  the  lives  of  those  ;  en 
v;ere  probably  saved  by  a  hea-vy  rain  v;hich  fell  suddenly  anu  induced  then 
to  ride  at  /ull  speed  past  where  the   Indians  lay.     Yesterday  ;.omiiv;  the 
S£';;.e  party  riiade  an  attempt     upon  tlie  house  of  a  j,2r  Cox  v.t:ei-e  the  vail 
carrier  lod  od  at  which  tiivie  I  believe  ojie  of  our  1  en  killed  an  Indn. 
I  liave  tv;o   detach;  ents  of  militia  "in  pursuit  of   tlier.,    but   it   is   di^ubtfull 
whether  they  can  be  successfull;^  ovrin:^  to  very  high  v;aters. 

The  Indians   appear  to  have  made   incursions   into  every  part  of  o'or 
frontier.     The  j..ail  I  thii^k  r.iust  entirely  stop.      If  you  shcM-Lu  l;ave 
any  corjuunications  to  malce  to  lae.    It  wou^d  be  best  to  for.vard  duplicates 
aiiu  send  by  Russelsville    (iiy)   as  well  as  by  the  usual  rout. 

I  have  tne  honor  to  be  Ver;/-  respectfully  Sir  Yr  ho  Obdt  St. 
Nii'iian  iLd:.Tai'ds 
The  Honble 
cTohn  Armstrong 
Secy  of  "..'ar 
Vi'ashington  City 


/X.  //r../    //// 


!«o.  51.  Head  Quarters  Camp  IJeigs 

21st.  April  1813 
Sir 

I  had  the  honor  last  ovening   to   reoQivo   your  favor  of  the  Uth  Inat. 
2he  Party  v/-hich  v.-as  sent  to  the  River  Raisen  return 'd  v/ith  Three  Frenchr^n 
frori  \,\-3.  t  Settler.ent.     The  information  given  by  the  latter,   is    ^imt  the 
enemy  are  still  urging  on  thier  preparations  for  the  attack  of  tliis  place. 
The  transports  for  the  troops  and  Artillerj--  v/ere  preparing.     The   Prophet  a:id 
his   Brother  had  arrived  ao  the  River  Raisen  wit  .  a  reinforcement  of 
Indian  ITamors,   and  a  still     larger  v^as  expected  on  the  day  after 
from  the  South  Side  of  Lake  Michigan.     Tliree  Artillery/  officers  had 
been  sent  to  fix  on  the  Sites  for  thier  Batteries  on  the   Bank  of  the 
River  opposiue  to  this  place.     T  eie  prisoners  captured  on  the  7th  Inst 
had  been  tcUcen  in  and  had  iniormed  the  Enemy  of  the  Strengt.i  of  this  poet. 
Y:xjX  a  Saxuoe  v/nich  had  been  fired  upon  my  arrival  here  v^as  heard  —  the 
intention  loiovfii  and  a  belief  entertained  tliat  I  had  brougho  a  large 
reinforcement.     The  Indians  began  to  v^aver.     Tnier  employers  v/ere 
stir.ulating  them  cy  every  means  in  thier  povrer.     To  Tne  Prophet  Zl  his 
followers  assurances  v;ere  given  that  the  Michigan  Territor;'-  should  be 
thiers.     The  Indians  objected  to  the  plan  of  attack  proposed  br-  the  British 
which  v;as    .0  detach  the  Militia  and  tiie  Indians  to  intercept  our  retreat, 
v/hil;3c.  the  Regular  Troops  were  employed  in  annoying  us  from  the  opposite 
Side  of  the  River.     The  attack  on  this  Post  would  nov/  be  disirablo  and  I 
only  fear  that  the     nay  abandon  the  Idea  for  one  more  easily  execuoea, 
;;y  fears  for  th2  Safetjr  of  Fort  V^ayne,    are  removed  for  the  present,    as 
all  the  accounts  agree  as  to  the  point  of  the  exertions  makin  .   b  '  the 
enemy  to  draw  to  "alden  every  Indian  from  the  Country  between  the  V^abash 
and  Lake  llichigan 
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The  plan  j?or  future  op^Tra-oions  as  laid  dovm  in  Your  Letter  of  the 
uth  is  no  do\;bt  the  best  that  could  have  been  devised  in  zhe  event  of  the 
prorrdsed  Ilaval  success  and  a  prosperous  issue  to  the  Recruiting  business, 
L'y  maa-vii-od  will  thorerors   be   entirely  diroobed  to   the  proaocuoion  or   the 
Ga;.'pai,:;n  in  that  way 

There  is  nothing  to  be  feared  as  to  the  ulterior  operations  of  the 
Campaign.      But  all  my  apprehentions  are  awake  for  tne  present  noraent. 
To  :70u  Sir  it  is  unnecessary  to  say  Oiiat  it  requires  a  larger  force  to 
defend  a  line  of  frontier  as  extensive  as  ours  is  —  than  to   carry  on 
offensive  operations  against  an  Enemy  whose  force  is   concentrated,   and, 
yiho  possess  the  power  of  attacking  any  point  they  please,     I  had 
much  rather  vnien  joined  by  Genl  Clay  with  the  Kentucky  troops   advance  upon 
Detroit  —  tlian  attenpt  to  defend  our  long  lines  of  v^eak  posts.     The 
point  r.enticned  in  the  address  to  you  from  certain  Citizens  of  t.is   st,ate 
is  no  dou.jt  ##  very  much  exposed  —  but  xt     s  not  more  so  than  ooliers 
that  are  r,ore  iinportant 

I  shall  however  attend  to  it  as   soon  as  possible     The  position  which 
I  occupy  here  certainly  possesses  more  advan"&ages  t.ian  any  other  oiiat 
could  have  been  taken,    and  yet  such  is  the  adverse  nature  of  this 
country,   for  I.iilitar?/'  operations,   thai,  had  I  a  disposaole  force  of  soiiie 
thousands,    the  enemy  could  bum  my  right  by  landing  at  Sandusky  and 
operate  against  the  Fo  ts  there  with  impunity  —  It  is  now  reaining  as 
it  has  "oeen  for  tvio  days  and  the  Svj-amps  which  run  parillel  to  t  .is  River 
trjToughoUu  its  whole  extent  must  in  a  fewr  hours  be  absoluoeiy  irr.passable 
to  Infantry.     I  shall  cause  the  movements  of  tue  enemy  to  "oe  narrov:iy 

watched.      But  m  the  event  of  their  landing  at  lov;e  r  sanduslcy  that  post 

cannou  be  sqved,     I  vfill  direct  it,  in  s   ch  an  event  to  be  evacuaoed  — 

the  Stores  theire  are  not  of  much  Consequence  excepting  a'oout  $00  Stand  of 
Arms  which  I  will  cause  to  be  removed  as  soon  as  the  roads  are  practicable  — 


at'oresebt  ut  'os  iijioissuU 


jubke 

refore  I  left  Gincinnat..  I  vfas  L'uonned  bv  a  Letter  from  lenl 

Loftv/ioh  that    uho  Pensylvania  ?.c  Virginia  Militia  ■woxixd  rcinain  here  until 

other  troops  should  arrive,   upon  no  condition  but  that, of  receiving  their 

arrears  of  pay  before  thier  departure,    I  accordingly  dispatched  ny  Aid 

de  Ga.  :p  Lieut,   KuJcill  vfith  directions  to  assure  then  that  t.iier  v.ishes 

s.iould  'be  conplied  vfith,   and  I  directed  IlV  Hunt  Pay  i.'aster  to  send  on 

TS.enty  thousand  Dollars  to  this  place  to  be  delivered  to  Golo  Huntingdon 

whom  I  v/as   in  hopes  v;ould  be  foimd  here     On  the  arrival  of  ],lr  Mukill 

the  greater  part  of  the  Militia  were  gone  abouL  Two  hundred  Pensylvanians 

ho-.vever  volunteered  their  Sfejrvices  to  remain  for  fifteen  days,    and  upon 

ny  arrival  here  they  derranded  a  fulfillment  of  the  pronise.     Colo. 

Huntingdon  was  not  here,   and  from  theCircumsoance  of  a  part  of  the 

Detachment  being  cade  up  of  small  fragments  of  Companies,   t:aer  vias  great 

diffic^olty  in  adjusting  thier  accoun:.s     the  money  was  however  placed  in  the 

r.ands  of  S.t.     Grogirjia     P.  faster,   to  the  19th  Regt  U.  S,   Infy. 

b>'  whose  exertions  and  knovdedge  of  accounos  the  payment  has  been  made  — 

in  such  a  manner  as  to  insure  justice  to   the  public  and  individuals  altho ' 

it  will  no  doubt  cause  a  little  more  trouble  at  the  Genl.  pay  office.     Lt. 

Groginne  vn.ll  send  to  the  pay  Master  Gen±,   one  of  the  triplicate  setts  of 

Receipt;?  Rolls  which  were  taken  with  an  explanation  of  tne  v^hole  proced-jre  - 

You  will  I  am  persuaded  Sir  not  regret  any  aaditional  trouble  which  this 

affair  may  cause  in  your  Department  —  rihen  you  reflect  upon  the  Necessity 

of  most  scrupulously  fulfilling  ever;,''  en  agement  made  betvreen  the  agents 

these 
of  the  C-ovemnent  &  Llilitia  placed  in  the  Situation  that  ^^^  vrere  to  Wjxr.e 

the  promise  of  payment  was  made 


I  ai.i  convincGd  the  Adjutant  Gem,   is  mistaken  in  saying;  tl-iat  no 
retiums  have  b3en  fonvarded  from  this  amy  —  From  October  until  Jaiiucry 
ever:,'  exertion  v/as  made  to  get  the  I.Iilitia  Corps  of  v/hich  It  v;as  Composed 
to  r.ake  P.e^ular  and  formal  Returns  —  ihej  v/ere  generally  received  but  so 
incorrect  that  not. ing  could  be  made  from  them 

In  the  last  n^entioned  Month  hov/ever  a  General  Return,  was  completed 
and  forwarded  \rj  Gapt.  Adams  —  and  since  that  another  —  Capt  Adajns  v;as 
left  b;'  me  at  Cincinnati  at  His  request  to  make    .up  his  accounts  as  pay 
llaster  to  the  Utn  Regt,     He  is  now  ordered  on,    and  v^'ill  resiune  his 
functions  upon  his  arrival  —  The  orders  contained  in  Your  letter  of  the 
i;th  sliall  be  observed  in  future  as  far  as  is  practicable  —  But  you  Sir 
wlio  have  been  accustomed  to  see  IJilitia  officers  who  could  at  least  read 
and  vfrite,   can  liave  no  Idea  of  the   ignorance  of  inany  of  those  —  even  of 
considerable  Ranlc  in  the  'v7estem  Country  —  A  field  officer  of  the  Ohio 
Troops,    to  vj-iiome  I  gave  a  day  or  two  ago  a  form  of  his  report  as  officer 
of  the  day  aclcnov/ledge,   to  me   that  he  was  ■unatole  to  fill  it  up  —  Frc.r.  the 
Quarteriiaster     Department  more  reguiarit     and  more  oeconiray  may  be  expected 
The  faults   in  that  Department  have  arrisen  from  two  Sources  —  Viz  The 
Creation  of  two  independant  heads  and  the  Necessity  of  employing  a  vast 
nuiaber  of  Subordinate  agents  v/hcse  Characoors  could  not  be  acertainea. 
From  the  latter  cause  notwitlistanding  the  Abilities  of  Colo.  Lorison,   and 
"ohe  high  integrity  of  both  him  and  Captain  Piatt  —  I  do  not  bexieve  x,r^t 
there  has  been  more  fraud  and  peculation  practised  upon  txie  puolic,    in  this 
quarter  since  last  fall  than  in  any  other  army,  that  ;vas  ever  found, 
V.'ith  some  few  e:cceptions  ,    it  has   I  believe  been  principally  confined  to 
Pack  Horse  Liasters  &  V/a^igon  Masters 

I  hiaa  one  of   ohe  latter  confined  at  Chiiocothe  for  selling  public 
oxen  :?£  Stealing  others.     The  officers  who  were  to  have  composed  the 


Court  -to  try  hin  v/ere  obliged  to  come  off  to  the  Army  and  the  fellovr  lias 

since  been  released,   by  the  civil  authorit-'-,   I  gave  you  the  name  of  a  hi^jher 

ofiTicGr  in  a  private  Latter  vfho  is  lookod  upon  wity  more  than  Suspicion  

it  is  beloved  that  he  has  at  least  li?10,000  of  the  public  money  in  his 

leave 
possession.     Could  I-rs=7=e  this  to  spend  a  siioart  time   in  the  interior 

where  these  enormities  h.ve  been  committed  I  would  endeavor  to  bring  some 
of  these  scoundrels  to  p\inishment.     From  the  number  of  posts  in  v/hich 
valuable  public  property  is  deposited     there  requires  a  very  considerable 
number  of  Subordinaoe  Qr^  Masters  —  All  these  posts   (one  only  excepted) 
have  Llilitia  Garrisons,  whose  commanders  seldom  have  the  firmness  L 
inclination  to  control  thier  men     it  is  necessary  that  there  should  be  in 
each  of  them  a  Quarter  Master  or  agent.       Young  Men  of  Charector  mifrht 
be  got  for  from  Thirt  y    to  Forty  Dols.  pr.  Month,     The  Quarter  blasters 
under  the  old  law  have  been  necessarily  continued  untill  they  can  be  replaced 
by  the  nevr  Appointments.     I  have  heard  not  a  word  from  the  2Uth  Regiment. 
Pursuing  the  plan  laid  doivn  in  your  Letter  of  the  iith.  I  can  see  no 
advantages  in  the  point  of  em  arkation  mentioned  in  a  -former  letiier  —  The 
::i3£ii  Eay  or  sandusky  would  be  infinitely  preferable.     The  other  place 
possesses  no  advantage  which  these  do  not  afford     they  are  nearer  our 
deposits  at.  the  marching  of  the  Troops  from  this  direction  to  the  other  pice 
would  point  out  the  intention  to  the  enemy      I  will  thank  you  to  inform 
me  whether  any  alteration  will  be  made,   in  this  respect  as  soon  as  con- 
venient,  as  it  Trill  govern  me  in  t.ie  orders  to  be  given  for  the  marchg, 
the  2uth  Regt.  notliing  I  presume  can  be  expected  from  me  as  to  the  provision 
of  transports.     In  the  proposed  direction,   open  boats  will  not  answer. 

No  person  is  mentioned  in  your  Letter  of  the  i^th  for  the  Inspectors 
Department  —  I  had  always  in^^ended  to  recommend  for  it  Lieut.  Hukill  my 
Aid  Co  Camp  —  v;ho  is  be&ter  qualified  for  it  than  any  person  I  know  of  — 


and  I  sincearly  believe  better  than  any  other  Flattoon  officer  in  the 
2.TZCJ,     I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  here-ivith  an  extract  of  a  Letter  fron 
Govr.  Shelby  —  en  the  subject  of  tne  employment  of  Inaian  Aiixiliaries, 
his  senoLTien  s  on  the  subject  are  precisely  mine. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  v^ith  great  Respect  Yr.  Ob  Stv, 
Willm,  Henry  Harrison 
Ilonb 

John  Armstrong  Esqr 
Secy  o7  ''Jar 


v^ 


% 


y 


Cory   correspondence  wif-h  The  C^on:    Edwd,    Hempstoad 
Ooiegate   from  /Aissouri    Terr,    to  the  Congress   of    the 
United  Spates.    — 

St    Lu'ois   Apri  I    ?isr.     IRIJ 
Sir, 

Fearing    the  communication   from  the  war  department 
resoectiny    the   Rangers  may    r.oi-    have   reached   you,    i    t3k<s 
the    liberty   of    addressing   you  on  that   subject.      The 
Secrarary   of   war   autnorized  //.r   Jennings  of    Indiana,    '.".r. 
Bond   of    Illinois   <^  Tyseif    to    say   that   the  ter  companies 
of    Rangers   should   be   for    the    three  ferritories~ 
And  three  companies  for   this    territory    —   Each  corppany 
to    havo  one   captain,     —    three   Lieutenants,   one   Ensign, 
five  Sergeants,    five  cornorals,    and    one   hundred   rren    .. 
The  comnanies   to  choose   their  own   officers  --  and   to 
have   their   commissions   from   the   General    Gover  rrrent  -- 
When   raised   to  report    themselves   to  the    Governor   of 
this    territory   and  to  be    in   pay    from    the    time    their 
services   are  accepted   by    the  Governor   for   one  year. 

The   three    companies   thus   t o  be  raised   are    in 
addition   to   the   company  of    Capt   Boone  now    in   service. 

I    have    the   honor    to  be  &ca. 

(signod)    E.    Hempstead 
Frederick   Bates   Acting    Govt.  - 

Terry,  of   Missouri 


V 
Vincennes  April  22  1813 
Colo  Paddock 
Sir 

Capt.  Graven  Paytons  Company  o .   Rangers  having  been  accepted  of  as  the 
fir^^t  one  orfared  —  and  it  being  doeniad  Atitvisable   that  h©  should  be 
Stationed  upon  your  ^'rentier --  you  will  therefore  please  to  iluster  &  Inspect 
the  Company  at  Corydon  —  Lieut,  Lindsey  vjIII  furnish  you  vrLth  a  List  of 
part  of  the  Company  who  were  raised  at  and  about  the  Kudholes,   and  who  were 
to  remain  there  for  the  purpose  of  serving  as  my  Aioxiliary  Guard  from  thence 
to  Corydon,   those  men  yomill  include  in  the  Rolls, 

I  intend  leaving  here  on  Konday  next  for  Jef fersonville  Taking 
Corydon  in  my  rout 

I  am  Sir  your  Obedt 

Jn  Gibson 
I  do  Certify  that  the  foregoin     is  a  true  Coppy  of  the  Original  Orders 
from  General  Gibson  to  me.        Joseph  PaddocS^ 
Given  under  my  hand  this  2d  Day  of  June  I8l3 


//V/M/ /%(///  ■ 


Brownsvxlle  Pa.  22d.  of  April  1813 
The  Secretary  of  War 
Dr.  Sir. 

Enclosed  i  reansmit  you  a  letter  addresse  d  to  me  by  one  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Genl.  Court  of  the  Territory  of  Indiajia  on  the  subject  of  the  Rangers 
a  uthorised  to  be  raised  within  and  for  the  protection  of  its  frontier. 

In  consequence  of  the  decision  of  the  Departmeiit  of  the  G  overniaent  over 
T/hich  you  preside,  I  made  a  publick  declaration  to  the  citizens  of  Indiana, 
that  four  additional  companies  of  Rangers,  v;ere  authorised  to  be  raised  by  tb 
Genl.  Government  within  that  Territory  by  the  acceptance  of  Volunteers. 
Under  that  declaration  Eol.  Bigger,  one  of  x-he  best  irdlitia  officers,  raised 
a  company  and  is  refused  upon  a  tender  of  their  services  with  his  ovm. 

Vlhy  Genl.  Gibson  should  so  act,  is  to  me  a  matter  of  surprize.  I  re  rain 
from  any  further  comment  upon  the  Genls.  conduct  at  least  until  I  shall  have 
the  pleasure  to  see  you  in  person  ~ 

The  citizens  of  the  Territory  have  sustained  „  reader  loses  than  any  other 
portion  of  the  United  States  frontiers,  excep  the  little  Territory  of  lj.chj.gan. 
Shall  not  the  citizens  of  Indiana  have  as  well  the  profit  as  the  honor  of 
defending  themselves?  After  they  have  sixstained  damages  essential,  and  after  a 
portion  of  its  citizens  shall  have  rendered  considerable  service  for  considerations 
in  no  shape  pecuniLary,  shall  they  be  rejected  for  the  services  of  those 
T^ho  have  but  a  partial  claim  to  the  emoluments. 

Let  me  request  your  attention  to  the  affair.  The  Genls  promises  can 
have  no  important  claims  upon  the  Genl.  Government  for  fulfilment.  Ly 
declaraticns  were  made  upon,  and  expressly  according  to  your  o^m  assurances  — 
I  am  with  great  esteem  your  friend  &  Humble  St, 
Jonathan.  Jennijigs 
[To  Armstrong] 


\) 

I  ^^ — -  •  Franiainiion  April  2ii,   1813 

Dr.  Sir. 

Since  v/ritin^  to  you  on  the  19th  instant,    I  have  been  called  on  by  Cenl, 
llofiiiihiii;  to  liave  provisions   in  readiness  to  iss-^e  at  the  follovdng  places, 
Lebanon,    Znia,    Urbana,    Piqua,   Troy,   Dayton,   Franklin,  Kar.il ton  Butler  Gt-- 
and  Cincinnati.        All  those  places   I   believe   cor.ie  with  the   arrange.-nonts  you 
have  already  made  for  supplying  rations.     Fearing     however  that  some  of  them 
may  not  be  furnished  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  v/ritin;;  you  on  the 
subject,   and  "bo  request  of  you  the  names  of  all  the  Towns  on  your  line  tliat 
are  furnished  \mder  contracts  made  by  you. 

I  ar.i  with  much  respect  Your  ^bt  Servt. 

J.  G.  Bartlet 
Field  Gomy  Genl 
Jolin  H.  Piatt  Esqr 
D.  C.  Genl 


?^^/^ 


St,  Louie  Aori  i  2i+.  IP13 
Sir, 

FroiTi   the  minuteness  wirh  which    you    have  obligingly 
communicated  the    data!  Is   of  trie   arrangeinent    of    the 
Secretary  of    v/ar   as   to   the    three   companies  of    Rangers 
destined   for   the    defence  of    our    frontier,    I    have  taken 
LID    the   belief    that    it   micht   be   the    duty  of    the    Executive 
TO   r^ake   these    informations    the   basis  of    preparation 
for    tie-"-   forming   of    those   co"-panies.       I    have   thought 
that  this  must   have  been  the    intention  of   tre    Secretary 
of   war  as    he  pem-its   that   the   men   shall   be  raised    in   rhe 
territory   that   they  r>ay    be    the   SDoner    read/   to   defer^d    it, 

If    I    have  =§^   misaDprehended  you   in   this   busiress, 
cr  Tiistaken  the  wishes  and    intentions  of    the  war 
cepartTent,   you   will    oblige  rre   by   stating    your   views 
of    the    subject   rrore    fully. 

I    have    the  honor   to  be  ^ca. 

Freder  ick  Bates 
Hon.  ,,•••, 

Edwd.    Hempstead.   ~ 


//i/7x'm  /.'I 


Hi 


GU3^\ .  v^i 


Copy  of    a    lefr..r    from   c  pt   Horatio   Stark   - 

Fort  Wacilson  A-ril    ^l^,    1P13 
bir,  ,      ,■..  ,    . ,,      .     •  -".V 

The  reguIaHons  with  the   Sacs  &  Fox    Indians 
-ntered    into   bet.oen    t^-r    and  .V,r.    Blondeau   hove   not    yet 
been  co^pl  Jed  with  on   their   part,    relative   to   taking  a 
00s  it  ion  below  this   Post   -   And    in   addition    to  their 
^=^ilure,   a   small    party  who  ^^r^   at   the   Fort    today, 
evidently   discovered  a   disposition   not   entireiy        ^ 
rriendly.      1 1   so  happened   tha  t      [ilieg.]  '       " 

of    the    Hard   Heart,    an    loway  was   he   e  soliciting 
ner.ission   and  aid   to    go  to   war   against   the..      T.is 
circumstance  was    aopiied  so  as    to   intimidafe.   the 
one  and  not   discourage  the  other  -   f^  But   this 
state  Of   things   cannot    last    long.      The    .!ow,ys   deserve 
every    assistance   and    i    ho-e  wiii    receive    it.      It    is  a 
just   war   on  their    part,   and    1    a.    induced    to    believe    It 
unavoidable,  •.  ■^.   ■..■,     ^,:<\  >■„■::.■  i-.-    ■■.,','■'.' 

All    the    tribes  of    the    lower   Mjssouri    are   engagod 
ond  coMec^ed    In   great   numbers  opposite    the  river   Platt. 
Tne   government    have   now  the  opportunity  of    transporting 
fhe   nation  at   a    trifling  expence,    and    I    ho   e   the  best        . 
us.  will    be   made  of  the   moans   now  ^sented.      Three 
hundredweight  of   oowder    and   about    Six   hundred  of    lead 
would  be  sufficient.      This  p , an  was   stated    last    fal 1 . 
theoroprietyof   whichisnov.   coo.fir„.d.      So    full, 
-    'convlncedof   the   necessity   Of    t^.easure    that    I 
shon    recommend   to   some   enterprlzing    individual    ^o   m.K. 


si-ai-e  of    things   connot    last    long.      The;    lovvfjys    deserve 
every    assistance   aid    1    ho- e  will    receive    it.      It    is   a 
just   war   on  their    p<3rt,   and    I    ax    induced    Jo    believe    it 
unavc  i  tiob  i  -j  , 

Ail    the    tribes  of    the    lov/er   Wijssouri    are   engaged 
and  coMecfed    in   great    nunOers  ooposite    the  river    Piatt, 
The   ciovernment    have   now   the  opporrunity  of     transporting 
the   nation   at   a    trifling  excenco,    and    i    ho ~e   the   best 
use  vvi  t  i    be   made  of  the   tieans   now  jroscnted.      Three 
hundred  v/ei  ghr   of   oowder    and   about    Six   hundred  of    lead 
wolIq  be  sufficient.      This  p  i  an  v/as   stated    last    fal  I, 
tne   orcpristy  of   v/hich   is  nov.   cooftf  irm^d.      So   full/ 
a.-p    I    convinced  of    the    necessity    of    t  he    measure    that    I 
shai  !    recomrpond   to   some   efiterpr  iz  Ing    individual    to   triake 
their   supplies,   should  no  other   irieans  be   efficient. 

The    loway    Indian    i   beg    leave   to  rccomn^end    in    the 
stroncest    terms.      His  application  6or   a    large  Med j  1    which 
i     lOOk   the    liberty   to  support    last    fail,     I    wish   to  urgs 
again    in   hfis   benalf    ~   and   further    I   wish    to   state 
that    the  Rifle   iVr  Bates  gave   hix  some   time    in   November 
iQot  was  obtained   from  him   by   some  oerson    at   the    Salt  i 

works   on    the  Missouri,    in  an    innproper   roanner    througn  * 

the?  agency  of    Louis   Ooriou  !■ 

The    Indians   assert    that   Dickson    is   on    the  Rock 
River   collecting    forces.       I    have    the   honor    to  be  &c»   Ac,      ccc. 
(signed)      Koratio   Stark   Capt 
'    Jst   Regt.   of    Infy.    Comg, 
The  Execut  ive  .  , 

.'Ai'  souri    terri  tory  ^  '      ""    '  "•  ''■^■■', 


No.    52  Heac:  Quarters   Caf^ip  Meigs 

25th.  Apri  I  IP13 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledoe  the  rece  pt  of  your  letter  of  the 
8th.  InsT.    The;  direction?  given  by  me  to  the  Qr ,   t>\r .    on  the  bt  Marys 
last  winter  were  to  prepare  a  number  of  Boats  of  that  kina  which  were 
calculatea,  as  well  fcr  coasting  the  lake  as  for  decending  the  Rivers, 
From  the  cifficulty  of  orocuring  workman  five  only  of  that  discription  were 
builtT^  —  perouges  &  flats  being  substituted  for  them.   Your  Suggestion 
with  regard  to  the  dispositon  of  the  Ohio  AMIitia  shall  be  attended  to  -- 
If  t;ie  enemy  do  not  conrrence  offensive  op  rati  ns  soon  1  shall  be  able  to 
dismiss  a  considerable  propo[r]tion  of  them  &  you  may  rely  upon  my  doing 
it  at  the  Mioment  at  which  I  think  thier  services  car.  be  spared. 

In  your  favor  of  the  i+th  Inst,  you  observe  that  my  propo[rJtion  of 
the  Staff  nas  bee'';  assigned  to  me  --  but  the  names  of  none  of  them  are 
given  but  those  of  /.'ajors  Aoans  &  Bartlett.   I  must  beg  leave  to  observe, 
rhat  in  my  opinion  this  army  will  require  a  more  numerous  Staff  than 
any  oth.r  becauss  it  will  corsist  almost  enclusively  of  raw  Troops  & 
inexperienced  officers   For  this  reason  1  have  ventured  to  detain  /v\ajr. 
Hukill,  until  your  further  determination  shall  be  known  —  my  having 
cone  so  will  not  offend  General  Hampton,   He  is  personally  the  friena  of 
the  A'lajor  who  was  some  time  in  his  family  and  has  writter  to  him  that 
it  is  not  his  wish  that  he  should  abandon  any  Situation  in  this  army  for 
the  one  which  woula  be  offeree  him  In  his  Staff,  snojid  he  prefer  the 
former 

The  following  ci  rcumsfances  will  shew  the  importance  of  A'ajor 
Huk i II s  Services  to  me  at  present.   The  labour  en  the  defences  of  the 
Cfjrp  being  pretty  well  gotten  over  a  General  Order  was  Issueo  for  placing 
the  whole  of  the  Troops  off  duty  on  Drill  for  Several  h.^urs  each  oay, 
3ut  amoncsr  all  the  officers  (..nd^r  my  Command  of  every  grade  —  I  am   ■^ 


2 

persuaded  there  is  not  an  ind'vidual  —  Major  Adams  &  Hukill  excepteo  (<3c 
perha  s  Lt  Colo  Gains  of  the  ?li.th  whom  I  do  not  know)  who  are  capabliB 
of  properly  directing  a  Drill  or  Manoeuvering  a  Battalion,   I  shoold  prefer 
,'.'ajor  Hukill  to  any  other  pers^on  as  the  Inspector  of  Mii.  Army 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  rouah  sketch  representing  the 
Situation  of  the  oosts  in  thi3  quarter,  and  a  more  correct  Vieiv  of  the 
Islands  in  Lake  Erie  than  any  printed  Map  furniihe*.   In  the  group  ealled 
Bass  Islands  —  There  is  one  of  the  firest  Habours  in  the  world.   It  is 
the  Say  formed  by  an  Indenture  in  Edwards  Island  and  nearly  shut  up  by  a  n 
other  Islana  this  [torn]  as  the  Frenchman  latel;  brought  from  the  River 
Raisen  inform  me  rne  British  are  about  Fortifying.   It  is  l^c  i  d  to 
be  eminently  ca  leu  la  tedjj^  for  defence.  The  ohore  which  commanos  the 
Harbrou  Deing  high  &  a  rock 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect  sir  Yr  Hb  Servt 
Willm  Henry  Harrison 
P.S.   When  I  was  appointed  to  the  commana  of  the  N.  V,.  arm/  the 
Secretary  of  war  informed  rre  that  the  President  would  confirm  any  staff 
appointments  that  I  might  make  which  were  allced  by  Law  —  amongst  others 
I  a-ooin;ea  John  5  Vv'ells  Esqr   Divis  J.  Advocate  he  has  performed  the 
duties  faithfully  but  his  appointment  has  not  yet  been  confirmed  —  1 
shall  be  gratifyd  by  having  it  forwaroed.   The  officers  of  the  \Jth   i  IJrh 
Regt.  U.  i.  infy.  are  anxious  to  know  whether  their  Regemental  ana  lineal 
Rank  has  been  determined.  '>V-H  H 
Honb.  John  Armstrong  Esq 


:■/  of  We 


//4.' 


%'■-' 


St.    Louis   Aoril    25th.    IPIJ 
Sir, 

Your    fovor   of    Sli+th    inst.    has   been   just'   handed  ire 
by  Colo.   McNair.      Fro,^  reprasentat  ions   nraae    to   t.he 
Secrerary   of  war    of    the  probable   danger  of    the 
frontiers   early    in    the   Soring    &   that   Rangers   raised    in 
':'r.o    terr  ivories  v.'oula    afford    the   most   prompt    defence, 
thii   arrangement    I    have   had   tiie   honor   to  corr.-nunicate   to 
you   'was  made.      The  belief    you    have    formed  of    the   views 
of    the   Secretary  of    v.-ar    in   having  the   force   raised    in 
the    territory   and  6hat    it  should   be  com'r'enced    im.Tediatoiy 
comport  v/i  th   the  opinion  expressed   by  GenI,    Arrnslrong 
and    I    have  no   doubt,    that    the   sooner   the   con-panies   arc- 
in  service,    by    the  acceptance  of    t  to  number    stated   in   my 
former    letter,    the  views   of  administration    in  raising 
that    species   of   force,   will    be  the    most   acceptably 
ansswere 

i    have    the   honor    to  be  <5:ca. 

(signed)   G.    Hemnsread  — 
Frederick    Bates 
Acto.    Governor 


V/.A^.-  A///  /J  I 


\\^/s.  •  Cleaveland  Ohio  26th.  Apl.   1613 

Sir, 

Zj  businesshere  has  reed,   a  partial  check  —  ovfing  to  a  failure  on 
the  part  of  one  of  the  cntractors  for  the  supply  of  plank  —  other  contracts, 
hovrever,  have  been  made;   and  the  work  now  progresses  with  rapidity. 
Respectfully,    I  am.  Sir,  Yr.  Obt.  Servt. 

Ih,   J.   Jessup 
Major     19th,  Infy, 
The  Honl.   Joim  Annstrong 
Secre  ary  of  17ar 
liTasiriington, 


/// 


Great  Grossing  Scott  County,   K.  April  27th.  I8I3 


I  have  already  -.vritten  you  upon  the  Subject  of  the  oounted  Hed^jenent, 
vrhicii  you  authorised  ce  to  raise. 

In  ca.e  the  Ridsement  should  be  called  into  service,  v/hich  is  much 
desired  in  case  any  vigorous  campaign  should  be  opened  by  the  Ilorth  vrestem 
arniy,   son:e  inconvenience  may  be  experienced  unless  you  fourthwith  request 
the  Governor  of  this  state  to  Commission  the  officers.     I  had  supposed  you 
intended  to  cake  that  request  of  him  in  my  letter  of  authority;   in  v^liich  you 
sa;.'  the  Governor  of  this  state  vj-ill  be  requested  to  commission  the   .^dgenent, 
which  is  construed  to  mean  —  that  he  will  be  requested  by  you  so  to  do  by 
let:er 

It  certainly  cannot  injure  the  service  to  have  the  officers  who  have 
raised  a  Ridgeaent  of  effective  men  commissioned  inasmuch  as  they  hold  them- 
selves in  readiness  to  march  at  the  call  of  the  Government —  Indeed  7/hether 
they  are  ever  called  or  not  into  service  it  is  due  to  the  patriotism  of  the 
officers  to  be  commissioned  k  the  Governor  only  waits  your  letter  to  do  it. 
If  therefore  the  Redgement  should  not  be  called  immediately,   it  is  presumed 
that  you  v.-ill  request  it  to  be  commissioned      ^  gi^ho  I  may  not  be  here  I  ^ill 
leave  the  names  of  the  officers  with  the  G«rvemor.     In  case  of  an  immediate 
call  the  request  is  indispensible, 

V;ith  sentiment  of  esteem  ka  your  friendi^- 

Rh.  il.  Jo^mson 
NB     If  the  Reajt  is  already  called  for  I  will  proceed  to  fin[?J  for  marching 
expecting  your  letter  to  the  Governor  will, be  in  time  

SM  J 

[lo  Armstrong] 


■.:o.   53.  Head  Quarters 

Cajnp  nei[jS 
26th  Apl.  1813 
The  Coluinns  of  the  Enemy  are  now  in  sight,   an  ol'licer  nas   just  reconoitrred 
thorn  v;-iio  thinlcs   tne     amount    oo    betwoon  Two   and  Three   thousand.      the   ,,Uj'i boats 
bearin;-:;   thier  artillery  Szc,  ic.   —  are  ai,out  two  miles  fron  us  at  this 
r.onent  &  the  Indians  are  in  swarr;;S    Ghix)ugh  the  v^'oods  on  each  side  of  the 
River,     ily  raen  are  in  fine  suirios  and  mo  shall  soon  put  t.iem  upon  a 
ietrcgrade  march.      I  had  a  confidential  person  lir,   Oliver,  with  a  fev; 
attendants  upon  fleet  Horses  to  carry  this  to  the  settlements 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  v;ith  great  respect  Yr  Ob  Serv 
Y7i  "i  1  in  Henrj'-  Harrison 
Monb.   John  Armstrong  Esq 
Secy  of  Yfar 


K 


3^ 


V>^  // 


C^i^i' 


A'auricc   Blonc.i^^'''CoLnci  I    vvi1-h   Ssc   &-,  Fox    Indians    -Tt 
r  i  ver    [  p  .Voi  n  -- 

A'.y    frdinos,    your'    fafhor    hcs    been    .vaiting    agci  n 
f"c    hr-ar    your   vvcrcis,    this    is    his   Council,    he    has   sent 
yoL,     i  r.   which,    he   derands    fifteer    of    ycur   orirc'cal 
Ch:c''s    to  visit    hitTi  below,    and    I    am    surprised  you   nave 
not    assembled   at    this    place   -- 

Anc-v.cr    by    th?    Sacx   i:  Foxe'=,     It    has   been     ii^possifcle 
for    us,    by   the   determination  of    the  Foxes,   who  have 
beged  &  prayed  of    us   not    to    leave    then-   behind,    a 
runner    has    just   arrived,   v.'ho    informs   us   that    the 
Foxes   have   started   from   Prairia    de   Chein   to   ccrr.e   dovrs  , 
i^   that   eight    day?    past    those   people    t   at    have   seperated 
fr'CT   r^ur    notion    have    held   a   Council    with  Robt.    Dixon 
who  err  ivcd   at   Rock   river   frorr   Chicago  on    his    .vay    to 
Frairle   de   Chein   tendering   them   a   wampum  Co !  i ar ,   & 
saying    to    them,    you    tell    m^   ttiat    the  Americans   will 
ccr-e   up   the  Wississiepi    I    tell    you    that    io    irroossitie 
for    them,    thev    are    esing    their    utmost    to   take 
Detroit    so   as    to   deprive   you  of    your   wants,    it    is 
for    -hat   reason    your    tnglish.   father    den-ands  of    ycu 
fifty    ren    from    each    Nation,    as    i    see    th.--.t    you 
think   of   a    hereafter   come  with   me    to   Prairie   d3   Ctein, 
and    1    will    give   you   your    wants,    as    for   rhc   Sac 
Americans    they   will       now    their    erro"-   when    It    will 
be   too    late  --  On    the   2j;-rd   he   sent    h'is  agents 
.rar.ly  .V  i  c  hae  i    Brisbois    Dominique   Perr  in   ^-  Frazer 
'^_'^-_.^''^''' ''5   rie  chein   with    the    t.'.c.s   who 


fifty    rzT\    frcn    eoch    Nat  i  en,    as     I     soe    th--,'     you 

think   of    a    horeafter    con-e   '.vith   me-    to    Prairie    cis   Ctcin, 

zr.c    I    will    giv?    you   your    wants,    iit    for   the    Sac 

Ar.-r  icoos    they    will    knov;    their    ^.rr''^''    whc?ri    it    will 

be    too    late  --  Op    the   23rd   he    cen"    his   accents 

rorr'oly  AMchaol    Brisbois    Dominique   Perrin  -'<:   frcizeir 

•rorti   Prairie   de  chein   with    t'r.o    Sac::   vvho 

had  seperatOG   from    the   otrers,     they    took    along   with 

ther    rhrce   Kegs  of    Powder   ?r.   three  Kegs   of    Liquor   vnth 

the  assortment  of  o^e    peice   Str'^ucs,    which    the   Band  of 

Black   Sparrow   a   Chief    amongst    theSecs,    though   a 

Fowtaiv-atornice   by    birth,    Keot     in    his    Can-p,    except   one 

Key  og  Powcer,    *hich    the  agents    intended    for    the 
Chiefs  i::orpwc  i  t   .'c  Legon,    in   compan/   with   those 
Agents   corre   a   Sioux,    that  was   sent   by  the   Sieux 
Chief    Laf'.cilie   with    two  'Wampum   collors,    tv.c    sliver 
b,-^easVDlates   cc  one   Mdcia  1  ,    say  inn    h    re    I    tender    you 
the   present,    sent    to  you   by   your    English   father,   who 
Invi  les    you    to   go   t:    join   hirr    ar    Detroit,    'c   tho   rest 
of    your    Naticn    to   go   a^d    join    vhe    N'crthcrn    Indians 
at   Praerie   de   Chein,    though  take  with   you   your    rrovisl 

Question   of   Nomwalt    principal    war    Chief   of    Sacs   -- 
Did    your   English   father    tell    you    in   what   rvanner  ,   he 
would  su-pcrt    the  reti  s'r  i  ns    to  make  war   against    the 
Americans,    as    for   my  part,     I    do  not   see    in  what 
manner    he   will    be   able   to   suprort    the   war,    it    is 
tor    that   reason,    I    request    you   to    take   back  your   v.or  ds 
i:c   Gxc&tjt    the    Powder,     if    you   wish   to    leave   those 
articles,    you   understand  ray   reasons,    as   my    inl-ention 
is,    to    live    In   peace,    i  gO    down   to   the    River   Lo.   /.'o'" 
tc   i-ake  my   Village    hereafter    -- 

On    the  2]j.th   a   runner    (Sack)    frc.-n  Praeris   de 


.■■•.-   r,:cr.--f    '''"<^    Fowdsr,     \i    you  wi  :iih   to    leave   those— 
c-li'tles,    you    under  eta  id  my   rcasors,    us   iny    intention 
ir.,    to    live    in  peace,    !c  go    down   to   the    Kivor   Lt   /''o'" 
tc   "^cilvC  rry   Village    hereafter    -- 

On    the  2i-i.th   a   runner    (Sack)    from  Praeris   de 
Choin    arrived   '.vho    cr>t^  red  m.^    th?t    '■he  Fo.<o£-    hnd 
stsrtec    f  ro '    th'.;Ir    Vi  I  ioge    to    corpo   down    to    the   river 
[.'?  A'oin,    and    says    tivji     the    banas   of    Sieux   of    the    Chi<jf, 
Tn.tan-Qo   nanse  on   rec  wing   had   srr'w/eci   at    Praerie   de 
Ch&In,    v.hc    talked   of    comincj    down    jo  i  nee    by    another 
party   of    Sieux   L-G!onging    to    the    French   Cravi,     in   all 
about    forty   Lodger;,    to    live   with    the    Sacs    &  Foxes   at 
2icer   Lo   VoiriTf   in   peace  wit>-the   Americans   — 

the  2'5rh  I  sent   a  runner  in  the  land  to 


d em  and  the  Chiefs  of  the  Piancheka  who  had  settled  near 
river  Le  .V.oin,  telling  thef^  to  cjr..  down  v;.ith  the 
S^cs  &:   Foxes  to  give  account  of  themselves  -- 

271'h  Non-wait  arrived  with  his  Bands  at  the  Lo 
."oln  river  saying  rhet  tnoy  saw  Major  H,  StarK  at 
Fort  /Aadiscn,  who  i  n  foemd  them,  they  v;ould  do  very 
wrong  to  -'dke  their  Village  at  theRiver  Le  A'oin, 
v.-nich  advice  errbarrassed  Itier;-;/'  very  much,  not  k  owing 
where  to  fix  on  a  place  for  a  rermanent  Village,  I 
then  told  t'-e"'  to  settle  themselves  at  the  o'ace  the 
Government  hao  iatelv  selected  for  rhem,  which  was 
a  !  it  tie  way  up'  the  river  Le  /.^oin 


Council  of  t'e  Siue  Chief  of  the  Sac  .^Jc-tlon 
K-.y   tat  her, 

1  be  live  1  was  not  Mistaken  when  I  nromised 
you  that  1  would  r'ake  ny  nation  return  at  your 
cor.-r'and,  they  have  not  as  yet  all  cot'=  hut  ?  M  th 


Govor rinii.nl  had  Idtol/  Doloclcd  for  them,  wliich  was 
a  little  w,2y  up  the  river  Lo  A^oin 

Council  of  tie  Blue   Chief  of  the  5ac  .Iction 
My  Father,  _.  . 

I  be  live  1  was  not  ristaken  when  I  premised  , 

you  that  I  woolc  Tuke  ny  nation  return  at  your  f 

conwbnd,  thsy  have  nol  as  yc-r  ai;  co-re  but  all  fhe 
principals  hcve  come  and  the  rest  of  the  f-oxes  are 
v/aiting  for  their  arrival,  when  the/  con^e,  we  snail  \  \ 

-eke  our  Village  in  this  River  LeA',r,in;  you  will 
perhaps  find  i  I"  not  rinht  because  I  do  not  go  down  now 
at  your  request,  you  know  that  aurirg  my  absence  from 
my  nation  visiting  my  great  American  father,  nany  of 
my   eople  have  been  debauched,  it  is  therefore 
1  new  stay  to  secure  my  Village,  /o  to  enabJe  me  to 
fulfil!  /Vy  designs,  I  have  been  obliged  to  give  away 
all  la"  worth,  you  know  noihing  of  iroortance  can   ;S''' ■■  ■■-'■^ 
be  obtained  without  expense,  1  hope  therefore,  that  ' 
ycu  will  not  forget  me  after  leting  you  know  my 
present  situation,  likewise  1  hope  /cu  will  fulfil! 
tl-ie  promise  1  have  made  to  my  nation   You  know  lacr 
winter  a  thing  happened,  which  was  shameful  I 
for  your  soldiers  after  having  seen  .'!:■  known  him  to 
tie  one  of  my  nation,  they  took  his  arms  from  him, 
made  him  cross  the  Mississippi,  shot  &-scelped  hi,,,; 
It  is  therefore  1  did  not  fear  to  take  my  medal  & 
p  t  it  on  the  next  of  the  Brother  of  the  Sac  that  h:.d 
beer  killed,  telling  him  that  I  was  persuaded  tha^ 
you  wotM  put  ore  Medal  with  your  own  hands  on  his 
Neck,  1  likewise  hope  you  will  not  forget  to  supply 
a:  i  -iLr  v/ants  as  before,  in  sore  of  yci.r  Forts  so  we 
can  have  a  little  Powder  to  defend  ourselves,  see  inn 


■J:-!j\r    Jj-/ic;..rt'''    i^-ir.zard   Cons'r    tc    Blue    Ch\oi 

Plbrrb.      a   great   speaker    in    the   niiiion  is  much   respected 

TarriiT-in,    Sceaker, 

Red   Br  itch  Cloth,    Jasquassa    -^-"■■-'  -''    '"•■•■''"■'.'    ' '_ 

SwaTi  --    .Vdubusa  '■'''  '•■'-   ''■""' 

i^'oisrosit    --a   younn   men  '  ■'''    ''■''■•  '        *    '    '"''"'    ""' 

Son   ov   Wani  touqui  noise         '■       •'■'-'      '    *"■■■'-'''>' 

A*ichiq'jigu3is      son    in    law    to    Blue    Chief   ,      ' 
The  rcxes   -- 
Mic5issippi    Brother    to    former   Chief    .Vf/ire   Skin 
^4^,fnquoua    (Co"irni  ss  ion  sont   by   rim) 

Meteckqua,    Ctu   .^I^ce   principal    Chief    Foxes 
'■■  Cavataquaono    , 

A'agatas  —   csen-      Black    Tobacco,    Warrior   Chief   wrc 

K'iied   two   Puarns   +o   get   revenge  for   the    two 

Americans   Killed   b/    the   Puants    at    the    lead    mines — 
E>ad  Fish  .*' echi  nana-^-as   — 

This    'S    tee    list   of    our   c^reatrien   who    go    to 
hear    your  wore,   as    for   the   threat   that   are   mado   you, 
these   are  all    the  same,    that    is   to   sav   friei.cly   tov<^'-ds 
yoij   —    I    can  assure   you   nothing,   but    it    is   a  I  way; 
-cnticnec    the  N   rthern    Indians   are   to   core   dew,    who 
threaten   us,    likewise   you,    but    we   are    determined   to 
defend  ourselves   —    I    finish    my  Father    in   holoing   you 
fast    b/   the   hand  and  hone    you   will    not    forgrt   me  -- 

31  ue  or  A'  i  I  I  i  tawinrj 

a  Chief  of  Sac  Nation    .'  ■    « 
J  Le  V^in  River  ■. ,•_ 

29th  Aori I  IRI3  ■     ' 


General  post  Office       ^^'.  ' 

\) 

Apl.  30th.  1813. 
Sir 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  from  \Vm.  Arundell  Esq. 
Pastmaster  at  Kaskaskias  vmder  date  of  March  27th, 

Fron  vrhich  it  appears  necessary  to  have  the  mail  guarded  ty 
the  military:  as  to  this  the  povers  of  this  office  do  not  extend,  I  have 
considered  it  my  duty  to  sutmit  that  subject  with  the  letter  to  your 
cons  iderat  ion • 

Tour's  most  respectfully 

Gidn  Granger 
The  Honbl  John  ArmstI^Dng 
Secty  at  ViTar 


Klf 


■n/^'^K 


tie  ■  ^^ 

Copy  ■        St.  Lou'.s  April  [lbl3] 

Sir, 

I  leaxv.  Tror,  I.lr.  f^ates  that  you  v.'ere  authorised  b"  hL-r,  in  luj 
atsenco  to  Lrir.-  ciovm  300  or  i|00  Osa^es  Inaians  \ilth.   a  view  of  assi-Tx 
the!;;  a  ;-;o5ix,ion  on  o-or  northern  frontier,  and  to  .  ive  assurances  that 
they  v/oiij-d  be  furnished  v.'ith  such  articles  as  their  situation  nijht 
require,  altho'  no  inan  can  athor  :.,ore  than  I  ao  the  Farbarous  practise 
of  einplo^rii:'_  savages  against  civilized  enei.;y.  Yet  I  have  been  and  still 
axii  of  opinion  to  employ  then  a.jainst  eac'n  oth  er  is  not  only  Justifiable 
but  good  policy.   But  so  far  as  I  can  Understand  the  policy  of  our 
Govemr,;ent  from  circumstances  their  Vie\vs  are  aifferent,  "iTere  I 
hov.'ever  authorised  to  er.iploy  then,  I  should  not  assign  them  a  position 
or  positions  upon  the  frontier,  as  constituting  a  part  of  our  neans  for 
protecti  n,  IJealousies  vrould  soon  arise,  collusi  ns  ta^e  place  betv/een 
ther.-i  and  t;ie  settlers,  and  if  there  was  no  real  danger,  doubts  v;o-ifld  be 
entertained  of  their  friendship  and  perhaps  danger  be  apprehenaed  froa 
then  by  the  people,  You  will  therefore  forbear  to  engage  the:,;  in  this 
service  however  as  those  people  have  received  manf   injuries  from  the 
Indians  of  the  Liississipi  recently  and  foiTaerly  and  have  complained 
that  they  have  been  restrained  by  the  advice  of  their  great  father  from 
avenging  t  en.  You  may  say  to  therii  that  the;^  are  nov*  at  liberty  to 
avenge  ther.j  one  reason  v/hy  their  great  father  has  endeavoured  to 
kept  them  at  peace  vfith  each  other  is  that  both  heretofore  professed 
friendship  for  the  Arr,  rricans ,  and  he  as  their  common  friend  -.las  desirous 
of  entertaining  harmony  "oe-cween  then  but  many  of  the  red  people  of  thie 
'.jlssissipi  have  lecome  hojtile,  it  vrould  be  hard  were  he  now  oo  endea\'-aour 
to  proven  the  Osages  from  avenging  V/rongs  done  them  by  those  v;ho  are 
his  ener  ies  the  hand  of  mediation  ought  under  those  circumstances  to  be 


v/ithdravm:  Ic   I  as  the  local  agent  withdravf  it  so  far  as  it  rclabes  to  ihe 
Conduct  of  the  (jsa^e  towaras  t,  e  red  people  in  hostility  with  the 
A]T.ericans,  In  order  that  the  Ooage  may  i(nov/  those  that  are  unfrienaly, 
I  v;ill  name  so;,:e  of  theci.  To  wit,  The  Povrtowatimies,  Kickapoos,  V.'ine"tja;;oeSj 
folsowines,  and  the  irophet's  party  of  the  V/abash,  There  are  other  ;,.ore 
distant  v;-hict?-  need  not  be  named  as  they  are  no  •  at  war  with  the  o sages. 
There  ai'e  sorrio  Indians  V/est  of  the  i.iississippi  not  at  v/ar  with  the  U, 
States  and  at  variance  v^ith  the  Osage,  Still  persuing  the  policy  of 
the  Government,  I  must  advice  peace  between  them,  for  Instance  the 
Ayov;ais  and  Sioux  of  the  Loine  Should  any  c  the  Sacs  and  Foxed  u.a'i-ie 
a  village  on  the  v/est  side  of  the  i-.ississippi  I  would  recoiiunena  peace 
v/ith  thei;i  as  none  will  be  permitted  to  settle  there  but  those  that  are 
friendly  to  the  United  Stages. 
I  am  resiDectfully  £:c, 

Benjn,  Howard 
iiajr.  peter  Ciiou'ceau 
Indian  Agent 
Osage  villages 
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